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PREFACE. 


CIRCULAR  ISSUED  BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  PREVIOUS 
TO  THE  SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  YOUNG  MEN’S 
CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Pittsburg,  September  3d,  1875. 

Dear  Brethren: — Our  Annual  Convention  will  meet  on  Thursday,  the  23d,  and 
continue  over  the  26th.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  revival  to  many  Associations.  The 
number  of  organizations  exceeds  that  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  Hence  it  lies  with  you 
to  make  it  the  largest  gathering  of  the  kind,  and  by  your  prayers  and  interest,  the  most 
blessed  and  fruitful  ever  held  in  the  State. 

Will  each  Association  endeavor  to  be  well  represented?  Let  delegates  arrange  to 
remain  over  Sunday,  as  it  will  be  a  day  of  great  privilege  and  blessing. 

Pastors  and  Christian  workers,  where  no  organizations  exist,  are  cordially  invited  to 
attend.  Those  places  where  organizations  have  been  disbanded  are  invited  to  send  repre¬ 
sentatives,  that  they  may  learn  of  the  methods  of  successful  Associations  in  small  towns 
and  in  the  country.  Colleges  and  educational  institutions  are  also  invited  to  send  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  learn  of  the  work  in  institutions  where  organizations  already  exist. 

On  Thursday,  at  three  o’clock,  P.  M.,  the  opening  devotional  meeting  will  be  conducted 
by  Mr.  Davenport,  of  Erie,  retiring  President  ;  after  which  permanent  organization. 

The  welcome  meeting  will  be  held  on  the  same  evening,  to  be  arranged  for  by 
the  Altoona  Association. 

The  following,  among  other  topics,  will  be  opened  by  experienced  workers,  followed  by 
general  discussion : — 

I.  Associations  in  colleges  and  educational  institutions. 

II.  Association  work  among  railway  men. 

III.  Evangelistic  work  at  home  and  in  adjacent  places. 

IV.  The  importance  and  best  methods  of  definite  work  for  young  men. 

V.  How  shall  we  vary  the  spiritual  meetings  of  Associations  most  profitably? 

VI.  Our  State  work  for  the  future. 

VII.  Presentation  of  Report  of  State  Executive  Committee. 

VIII.  The  Evangelistic  Bible  Class. 

It  is  suggested  that  we  hear  from  each  Association,  on  Friday  evening,  the  answer  to 
the  following  question : — “  What  encouragements  have  you  received  during  the  past  year?  ” 
To  be  followed  by  a  special  praise  and  thanksgiving  service.  In  addition,  each  Association 
is  requested  to  send  a  brief  written  report  of  its  work,  that  it  may  be  printed  in  the  annual 
report. 

The  following  special  exercises  will  be  conducted  during  the  sessions  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  : — 

1.  Prayer  Meetings. 

2.  Praise  and  Promise  Meetings. 

3.  Bible  Readings. 

4.  Experience  from  the  Text  Meeting. 

5.  Service  of  Song. 

6.  Consecration  Meeting. 

7.  Open-Air  Meetings. 

We  propose  to  prosecute  the  work  over  the  State  next  year  with  greatly  enlarged 
activity.  The  meetings  held  for  two  and  three  days  in  each  place  last  fall  and  winter  were 
greatly  blest,  and  we  hope  to  hold  at  least  from  forty  to  fifty  of  them  the  coming  year. 

In  conclusion,  dear  brethren,  let  us,  between  now  and  the  time  of  meeting,  pray  in  our 
Associations,  at  our  family  altars,  and  in  secret,  and  also  ask  the  prayers  of  pastors  and 
churches  for  our  coming  together  at  Altoona.  The  brethren  and  Christian  people  there  are 
expecting  a  blessing  from  the  Lord  upon  their  place  through  us.  The  Lord  is  willing  to 
grant  it.  Let  us  humbly  seek  to  be  His  willing  instruments  while  there  and  bring  back  to 
our  homes  a  blessing  upon  the  cause  we  love  and  represent. 

On  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

H.  K.  PORTER, 

S.  A.  TAGGART,  Chairman. 

Secretary. 


ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


OF  THE 

YOUNG  MIN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS 

OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


The  Eighth  Annual  Convention  assembled  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Altoona,  on  Thursday,  the  23d  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  at  three  o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  was  opened  by  devotional 
exercises,  led  by  W.  R.  Davenport,  of  Erie,  the  retiring 
President. 

The  exercises  were  earnest,  and  gave  token  of  the  deep 
spiritual  feeling  in  the  hearts  of  the  delegates;  after  which  the 
President  appointed  the  folloAving  Committee  on  Permanent 
Organization : — 

Rev.  T.  D.  Logan,  Meadville;  Albert  Line,  Carlisle;  F. 
R.  Brocklebank,  Pittsburg;  H.  II .  Chapin,  Scranton;  James 
McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisbui’g. 

A  temporary  Business  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting 

of — 

F.  J.  French,  Erie;  J.  F.  Stonecipher,  Oakdale;  Alfred 
Niocholls,  Bellefonte;  J.  Howard  Seal,  Philadelphia;  R.  A.  Orr, 
Pittsburg;  C.  H.  Zehnder,  Danville;  W.  H.  McConnell,  East 
Liberty. 

Also,  temporary  Devotional  Committee,  as  follows: — 

C.  J.  Kegel,  Tyrone;  L.  P.  Rowland,  Philadelphia;  S.  L. 
Fullwood,  East  Liberty;  G.  W.  Jones,  Altoona. 

(3) 
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After  retiring  for  a  short  time,  the  Committee  on  Permanent 
Organization  reported  the  following  as 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CONVENTION: 

I  VP  Qi  Pi  P7)  f 

W.  K.  JENNINGS,  Pittsburg. 

Vice-Presidents : 

J.  Howard  Seal,  Philadelphia, 

J.  G.  IIerbst,  Altoona, 

S,  S.  Brown,  Williamsport, 

John  Hill,  Blairsville. 

Secretary, 

Thomas  Marshall,  Philadelphia. 

Assistant  Secretaries : 

S.  W.  McCurdy,  Butler, 

S.  B.  Neilson,  Lafayette  College. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  President  was  escorted  to 
the  chair,  accepting  the  position  with  an  appropriate  address. 

The  Committee  on  Temporary  Business  reported  the  order  of 
exercises  for  the  welcome  meeting  this  evening,  which  was  to  be 
held  in  the  First  Lutheran  Church. 

The  temporary  Devotional  Committee  announced  two  open-air 
meetings,  with  the  names  of  the  leaders,  and  a  devotional  meet¬ 
ing  for  one-half  hour  previous  to  evening  session,  led  by  Gen. 
J.  A.  Beaver. 

James  McCormick,  Jr.,  of  Harrisburg,  offered  the  following: — 

u  Resolved,  That  the  pastors  of  Altoona,  and  members  of 
Associations  in  the  State  not  accredited  as  delegates,  be  admitted 
as  corresponding  members  of  the  Convention.” 

This  motion,  after  being  amended  so  as  to  include  any  present 
who  contemplated  forming  organizations,  was  adopted.  After 
fixing  the  order  of  business  for  Friday  morning,  and  the  adoption 
of  the  rules  that  governed  the  Germantown  Convention  for  the 
government  of  this  one,  the  session  closed  by  singing  one  verse 
of  the  hymn, 

“  My  faith  looks  up  to  thee,” 

and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  Mr.  Bean,  of  Pittsburg. 


EA7ENING  SESSION. 

This  was  held  in  the  First  Lutheran  Church — the  largest  in 
the  city.  After  a  season  of  prayer  and  devotion,  the  order  of 
exercises,  consisting  of  addresses  of  welcome  and  responses,  with 
President  Jennings  in  the  chair.  An  anthem  was  sung  by  the 
choir  of  the  church,  after  which  Rev.  Mr.  Chichester,  of 
Altoona,  read  a  part  of  II.  John,  third  chapter,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
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Baker,  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  which  the  meeting  was  held,  led 
in  prayer,  after  which  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  Hon.  D.  A.  Gillaud, 
made  an  appropriate  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the 
citizens  of  the  place,  and  was  responded  to  very  aptly  by  W. 
R.  Davenport,  of  Erie,  President  of  the  last  Convention. 

The  next  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  James  Curus,  who, 
on  behalf  of  the  ministers  and  churches,  extended  welcome  to 
the  delegates,  in  very  fitting  and  eloquent  words,  which  was 
warmly  responded  to  by  David  E.  Small,  of  York,  who  was 
followed  by  J.  G.  Herbst,  President  of  the  Altoona  Association, 
who  gave  welcome  on  its  behalf,  with  much  heartiness,  to  his 
co-laborers.  He  was  responded  to  by  Gen.  James  A.  Beaver, 
of  Bellefonte,  who  spoke  very  earnestly,  and  in  closing  his  re¬ 
marks  appealed  to  the  young  men  out  of  Christ  not  to  waste 
their  energies  of  body  and  soul  any  longer,  but  to  turn  at  once 
to  Christ,  who  had  bought  them. 

The  impression  made  by  the  service  of  the  evening  was  well 
fitted  to  be  the  beginning  of  a  Convention  that  proved  to  be  so 
fully  controlled  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  It  was  relieved  of  any 
formality,  which  sometimes  attends  meetings  of  the  kind,  and  a 
deep  impression  appeai'ed  to  have  been  produced  upon  the  large 
audience  present.  The  closing  prayer  was  offered  by  Capt.  S.  L. 
Full  wood,  of  East  Liberty,  and  the  congregation  joined  in 
singing — 

“  My  hope  is  built  on  nothing  less 
Than  Jesus’  blood  and  righteousness.” 

Benediction  by  Rev.  Mr.  Baker. 


MORNING  SESSION— FRIDAAr,  SEPTEMBER  24th. 

After  a  delightful  prayer-meeting,  of  an  hour’s  length,  led  by 
S.  A.  Taggart,  the  regular  session  of  the  Convention  was  opened 
by  the  usual  devotional  exercises,  when  the  President  announced 
the  following  committees: — 

Business. — F.  J.  French,  Erie;  J.  F.  Stonecqiher,  Oakdale; 
C.  H.  Zehnder,  Danville;  W.  H.  McConnell,  East  Liberty; 
Alfred  Niccholls,  Bellefonte;  Rev.  R.  F.  McClean,  Waynesboro ; 
R.  A.  Orr,  Pittsburg. 

Devotional. — C.  J.  Kegel,  Tyrone;  L.  P.  Rowland,  Philadel¬ 
phia;  G.  W.  Jones,  Altoona;  Rev.  John  Morrow,  Taylorstown; 
G.  W.  Henderson,  East  Liberty;  George  Potts,  Parker  City; 
E.  G.  Harrison,  Hulmeville. 

Credentials. — John  Lowry,  Butler;  W.  R.  Owens,  Shamokin; 
Henry  Small,  York. 

Resolutions. — Rev.  J.  A.  Rondthaler,  Lebanon;  J.  C.  M. 
Hamilton,  Tyrone;  N.  F.  Brown,  Lewistown. 
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Associations. — Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart,  Bakerstown  ;  A.  L.  Kaub, 
Philadelphia;  J.  E.  Cassell,  Mount  Joy;  Rev.  M.  N.  Cornelius, 
Oakdale;  John  L.  Strong,  Mifflinburg;  J.  C.  Hutchinson,  East 
Liberty. 

Executive  Committee’s  Report. — John  Weist,  Philadelphia;  O. 
R.  Stockwell,  Erie;  Rev.  N.  H.  Miller,  Osceola. 

The  first  order  of  business  was  the  hearing  of  brief  reports 
from  the  Associations  represented  iu  the  Convention.  These 
reports  were  not  all  presented  during  this  session  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  but  at  different  times.  They  were  afterwards  presented 
to  the  Secretary  in  writing,  and  it  has  been  thought  best  to 
insert  them  all  together. 

Reports  from  Associations  were  as  follows:— 

Altoona,  A.  T.  Findley. — We  have  pursued  our  work  much 
as  usual  during  the  past  year.  We  have  secured  rooms  in  a 
more  central  part  of  the  city,  which  is  a  great  advantage.  The 
conference  and  evangelistic  meetings  held  here  in  November, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Executive  Committee,  were  greatly 
blessed, — strengthening  the  workers,  and  commencing  a  work  of 
grace  resulting  in  quite  a  number  of  conversions.  Our  prayer 
has  been  that  this  Convention  may  be  greatly  blessed  to  us. 

Arendtsville,  Isaac  Byers. — Our  Association  is  small,  but  we 
are  determined,  by  the  help  of  God,  to  persevere  under  all 
difficulties.  Being  in  a  small  village,  our  work  consists  in 
holding  union  and  cottage  prayer-meetings. 

Ashland,  A.  J.  Weigle. — Population, six  thousand.  Association 
formed  in  fall  of  1873.  We  held  meetings  in  the  different 
churches  until  we  secured  rooms.  We  have  prayer-meeting  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  and  a  meeting  for  Bible  study  and  prayer 
on  Tuesday  evening.  We  started  a  Friday  night  meeting  at 
Fountain  Springs,  one  mile  from  town.  In  it  the  Lord  converted 
twenty-six  souls.  The  pastors  of  the  evangelical  churches  also 
hold  a  Sabbath  afternoon  service  there.  Our  membership  is 
seventy-five;  active  workers,  fifteen.  A  library  of  one  hundred 
volumes,  besides  in  the  summer  a  grove  meeting,  which  has 
brought  many  under  its  influence  that  do  not  attend  church. 
Some  of  our  members  have  fallen  off,  but  we  are  not  discouraged, 
but  look  to  God  for  revival  and  great  blessings  in  the  future. 

Bakerstown,  Rev.  W.  G.  Steivart. — Our  Association  opened 
the  year  with  an  anniversary,  largely  attended  and  interesting, 
addressed  by  President  Jeffers,  of  Westminster  College.  A  neat 
little  room  is  fitted  up  and  a  library  of  twenty  volumes  in  it. 
We  sent  three  delegates  to  the  International  Convention  and 
contributed  ten  dollars  to  the  international  work.  Cottage 
prayer-meeting  work  was  begun  late  in  the  year,  with  great 
success.  W  e  are  encouraged. 

Bellefonte,  C.  F.  Coolie. — Organized  in  November,  1869. 
Our  membership  at  present  about  thirty,  mostly  active  workers. 
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Owing  to  a  lack  of  union  feeling,  our  membership  is  almost,  and 
our  financial  support  entirely,  from  one  church,  so  that  it  was 
thought  best  to  carry  it  on  as  a  church  organization,  but  ready, 
when  the  way  is  open,  to  enter  with  other  denominations  at  any 
time.  We  held  prayer-meetings  at  our  rooms  daily,  from  the 
13th  of  January  until  the  25th  of  April,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  forty-five.  In  the  summer  months  it  has  been 
less,  but  is  now  increasing.  Mr.  Taggart,  by  the  direction  of 
Executive  Committee,  spent  several  days  with  us,  speaking 
to  crowded  houses,  and  in  company  with  him  several  of  our 
members  visited  the  State  College  and  organized  an  Association 
there.  We  carry  on  two  Sabbath-schools,  prayer-meetings  twice 
a  week,  and  expect  to  continue  service  at  the  jail.  We  believe 
much  good  has  been  done,  and  are  earnestly  and  prayerfully 
looking  to  God  for  a  greater  outpouring  of  His  Spirit.  “The 
Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad.” 

Burgettstown,  Rev.  J.  T.  Fredericks. — We  have  about  ten 
active  workers.  The  special  work,  cottage  meetings,  one  a 
week,  with  the  aged  or  infirm,  or  with  those  in  the  world  and 
without  God.  Our  men  are  active  in  the  Sunday-schools  and 
churches.  They  are  learning  to  work  for  Christ.  We  have 
much  to  contend  with,  but  are  encouraged,  and,  trusting  in  God, 
feel  like  going  on. 

Blairsvil/e,  John  Hill. — Membership,  eighty-five,  with  forty 
workers.  Rent  a  hall  and  have  a  library  of  over  two  hundred 
volumes,  with  a  number  of  the  best  weeklies  and  monthlies.  It 
is  open  Tuesday  and  Saturday  evenings  in  winter,  and  we  try  to 
make  it  as  attractive  as  possible.  The  last  half  hour  of  Saturday 
is  devoted  to  prayer  and  preparation  for  the  Sabbath.  Every 
Sabbath  afternoon,  at  four  o’clock,  a  meeting  is  held  in  the  hall ; 
the  leader,  and  a  passage  of  Scripture  as  topic,  is  provided  for 
by  the  Devotional  Committee.  They  are  large  and  interesting. 
Every  third  Sabbath  of  the  month  we  hold  union  meetings  in 
the  different  churches  alternately,  they  uniting  with  us  and 
giving  up  their  evening  service.  Our  missionary  work  is 
carried  on  by  one  or  two  delegations  going  out  every  Sabbath 
afternoon  to  the  churches  and  school-houses  in  the  country. 
Many  have  made  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  ascribed  it, 
under  God,  to  the  influence  of  this  work. 

At  our  anniversary  in  May,  $257.75  was  contributed  for  our 
use.  The  Association  has  given,  for  the  year,  twenty  dollars  to 
the  international  work,  and  thirty  dollars  to  the  State  work. 
Our  town  has  about  two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Butler,  John  F.  Lowry. — We  are  two  years  old.  Membership 
not  large,  but  active.  We  have  jail  services,  and  have  started  a 
Sabbath-school.  Last  winter  the  confidence  and  evangelistic 
meetings,  held  by  Mr.  Taggart  and  other  dear  brethren  from 
Pittsburg,  Parker,  Blairsville,  and  Saltsburg,  were  blessed  in 
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bringing  about  a  gracious  revival.  Many  were  led  to  Christ. 
We  are  now  trying  to  secure  a  room  of  our  own,  and  expect  to 
continue  on  in  the  good  work. 

Buffalo  Village ,  W.  W.  Hunter. — (The  report  from  this  brother 
was  not  handed  in  to  the  Secretary.)  It  was  of  a  very 
encouraging  nature,  and  showed  an  active  Association  of  thirty- 
five  members  entirely  in  the  country.  They  believe  in  earnest, 
aggressive  work  for  Christ.  They  support  the  international 
and  State  work  by  their  prayers  and  contributions,  and  though 
among  the  youngest  Associations  in  the  State,  have  already  been 
much  blessed  in  their  work. 

Carlisle,  Albert  Line. — We  have  fifteen  workers.  Hold  services 
in  the  prison.  Our  Mission  Sunday-school  has  greatly  increased 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Blair,  and  plans  are  being 
made  to  enlarge  the  building.  Our  cottage  meetings  find  their 
way  into  the  homes  of  all  parts  of  town  and  are  doing  good. 
We  have  also  a  special  meeting  for  young  men  that  has  lately 
been  blessed  in  awakening  zeal.  It  is  well  attended.  Mr. 
Taggart  came  to  us  lately  and  gave  much  encouragement.  We 
went  with  him  to  a  neighboring  town,  had  a  marked  meeting 
and  came  home,  determined  to  visit  our  neighboring  Associations 
oftener,  and  make  calls  at  new  places. 

Cross  Creek,  P.  C.  Schmidt. —  We  are  five  years  old.  Entirely 
in  the  country.  Membership,  twenty-five;  workers,  fifteen. 
Prayer-meetings  every  Thursday  evening,  Association  meetings 
twice  a  month,  cottage  and  school-house  meetings  once  a  week. 
They  are  well  attended  and  we  are  encouraged.  We  have  held 
three  meetings,  during  the  year,  with  other  Associations,  and 
have  contributed  twenty  dollars  for  home  and  five  dollars  for 
State  work. 

Danville,  C.  II.  Zehnder. — Population  about  six  thousand. 
Membership  of  fifty;  active,  twenty.  We  rent  two  neatly-fur¬ 
nished  rooms  for  $150  per  annum.  One  we  use  for  reading- 
room,  which  is  supplied  with  the  best  daily  and  weekly  papers 
and  a  library  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  volumes;  the  other 
we  use  for  our  Friday  evening  prayer-meetings  and  monthly 
business  meetings.  We  hold  union  prayer-meetings  in  the 
different  churches  every  Sabbath  evening,  cottage  meetings  and 
a  Sabbath-school  three  miles  from  town. 

Erie,  . — Our  work  is  of  increased  interest. 

New  fields  have  been  opened.  We  have  entered,  and  looking 
back  upon  what  has  been  done  can  say,  “Truly,  the  Lord  is 
good.”  Yet  much  remains  to  be  done.  The  influence  of  the 
Association  is  felt  not  only  in  the  city,  but  in  all  the  surrounding 
towns, — in  the  building  up  of  churches,  forming  new  Associ¬ 
ations,  and  strengthening  pastors  and  people.  Cottage  meetings 
are  held  all  through  our  city,  and  with  good  results  in  the  homes 
of  those  who  “  know  not  God.”  Christ  is  presented  to  the 
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prisoners  of  the  jail  and  the  inmates  of  the  almshouse,  and,  as 
in  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  many  have  believed  on  Him.  Our 
open-air  meetings  reach  the  class  who  do  not  go  to  church 
as  well  as  others.  Union  meetings  are  held  in  the  different 
churches  with  great  profit.  Large  numbers  of  delegations  have 
gone  out  to  neighboring  places  and  held  meetings  with  excellent 
results.  We  have  been  unable  to  fill  all  the  requests  for  such 
meetings. 

The  work  among  railway  men  has  been  abundantly  blessed. 
In  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March,  special 
services  were  held  among  them.  God  owned  the  labor  in  the 
conversion  of  many,  and  they  are  among  the  best  workers  in  our 
churches  and  Association.  They  have  rented  and  fitted  up  a 
room  opposite  the  depot  for  a  Railway  Branch  of  the  Associ¬ 
ation,  contributing  nearly  §400  to  carry  forward  the  work. 

We  look  forward  with  bright  prospects,  trusting  all  to  Him 
who  will  bring  to  perfection  seed  sown  in  His  name. 

Elk  Creek ,  Rev.  J.  B.  Page. — This  Association  numbered,  until 
recently,  seventy  active  and  thirty  associate  members;  but,  owing 
to  the  members  being  so  much  scattered  in  the  country,  organi¬ 
zations  have  been  formed  at  Population  and  at  Pageville.  We 
still  number  about  forty -five  members,  and  hope  to  enlarge  our 
borders  and  see  many  in  different  or  actually  opposed  to  the 
Gospel  yield  to  the  light  yoke  and  easy  burden  of  the  Redeemer. 

East  Liberty,  G.  IF  Henderson. — We  are  what  is  commonly 
known  as  the  east  end  of  Pittsburg.  Have  over  one  hundred 
members,  and  our  work  has  been  quite  flourishing,  consisting  of 
meetings  at  the  rooms,  union  meetings  at  the  churches,  open-air 
and  cottage  meetings,  besides  evangelistic  services  at  what  is 
known  as  Hamilton  Hall.  We  have  passed  through  a  very 
great  work  of  grace,  which  has  brought  to  our  Association,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  churches,  much  spiritual  life  and  a  large 
accession  of  members,  many  of  whom  promise  to  be  very  earnest 
and  useful  workers.  We  have  been  very  greatly  blessed  and 
much  encouraged. 

Fairview ,  A.  J.  McCreary. — Our  Association  is  in  the  country, 
formed  in  March,  1875.  We  have  seventy  active  and  fourteen 
associate  members  ;  have  a  reading-room,  prayer-meeting  every 
Sabbath  afternoon,  and  carry  on  two  Sabbath-schools  in  the 
country,  one  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  scholars,  as  well  as  a 
Bible  class  of  thirty  members,  the  other  with  sixty  members. 
We  have  also  cottage  meetings  and  three  weekly  meetings  for 
prayer  and  Christian  conference,  and  have  assisted  in  holding 
Gospel  meetings  in  the  neighborhood,  where  twenty  conversions 
are  reported.  We  are  out  of  debt  and  look  forward,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  to  a  season  of  earnest  work  and  glorious  results. 

Germantown,  William  Adamson. — Our  Association  has  been 
pursuing  its  work  much  as  usual,  and  it  has  been  reported  in 
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the  Convention  before.  Financially  we  have  been  much  assisted 
by  the  efforts  of  the  ladies.  We  look  forward  to  greater 
blessings  through  more  earnest  work. 

Harrisburg,  A.  A.  Witter. — We  have  employed  a  general 
secretary  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Since  his  resignation, 
we  have  been  taking  steps  to  secure  another.  Our  open-air 
meetings  have  been  carried  on,  of  late,  quite  successfully,  and 
our  other  departments  about  as  has  been  reported  before. 

Hughesville,  A.  C.  Henry. — Population  one  thousand.  Have 
twenty-five  members  and  ten  zealous  workers.  We  have  an 
anniversary  in  January,  monthly  business  meetings,  and  weekly 
meetings  for  the  study  of  God’s  word  and  prayer,  a  Sunday 
afternoon  meeting  for  prayer,  and  a  union  meeting  held  alternately 
at  the  three  different  churches  every  two  weeks. 

Last  winter,  at  a  series  of  meetings  at  our  rooms,  there  were 
ten  or  more  young  persons  converted ;  for  want  of  sufficient 
room  they  were  continued  at  one  of  the  churches.  God  poured 
out  His  Spirit  still  more  largely,  many  more  asked  for  prayer, 
some  were  added  to  the  church.  The  influence  is  still  felt  and 
we  are  much  encouraged. 

Hyde  Park,  T.  F.  Wells. — We  started  in  October,  1874,  with 
twenty-one  gentlemen  and  fourteen  lady  members,  and  now  we 
have  about  one  hundred  and  thirty.  We  regret  that  so  few  are 
active  in  a  field  of  fifteen  thousand  souls.  We  have  large 
rooms,  centrally  located,  the  reading-room  open  day  and  night, 
and  visited  by  large  numbers.  We  have  held  Sabbath  afternoon 
prayer-meetings,  attended  largely  during  the  winter,  and  much 
good  has  resulted,  also  a  morning  meeting  part  of  the  time. 
Our  relief  committee  did  a  great  work  among  the  poor  in  our 
city,  but  we  have  not  done  as  much  as  we  could,  and  trust  that 
in  another  year  we  can  report  much  better. 

lltilmeville,  E.  G.  Harrison. — Our  Association  is  in  a  small 
town.  We  have  to  discontinue  much  of  our  work  in  the 
summer,  but  resume  in  the  winter.  I  would  report  also  for 
Bristol,  that  they  have  fitted  up  new  rooms  at  the  factory,  and 
have  a  Sunday-school,  Bible-class,  prayer-meetings,  &c.  in  it, 
and  feel  much  encouraged. 

Johnstown,  Rev.  D.  31.  Miller. — Our  Association  has  lost 
many  active  members  by  removal,  but  we  are  prosecuting  our 
work  with  hopes  of  larger  accession  of  workers.  - 

Lafayette  College,  8.  B.  Neilson. — We  have  two  organizations, 
similar,  to  some  extent,  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association: 
The  Brainerd  Missionary  Society,  which  seeks  to  diffuse  among 
its  members  and  others  a  desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christ, 
and  disseminate  intelligence  concerning  missionary  operations 
and  establish  Sabbath-schools  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Its 
present  condition  is  very  encouraging.  Two  of  its  schools  have 
become  self-sustaining.  The  other  organization  is  the  Christian 


11 


Brotherhood.  It  is  composed  of  all  the  college  students  who  are 
church  members.  It  holds  a  daily  evening  prayer-meeting  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  students  alone.  It  is  well  attended  and  quite 
interesting.  Every  Thursday  evening  a  church  service  is  held, 
at  which  the  president  of  the  college  presides.  God  has  blessed 
us,  and  our  prayer  is  that  He  may  help  us  to  exert  an  equal 
power  in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  and  of  Christian  culture  in  the 
college. 

Lebanon,  Rev.  J.  A.  Rondthaler. — Ours  is  known  as  the 
Association  of  Christ  Chapel.  We  have  a  building  of  our  own. 
We  have  been  more  than  ever  encouraged  during  the  year. 
The  special  series  of  meetings  in  the  spring  were  greatly  blessed 
to  us.  We  do  not  pay  so  much  attention  to  the  literary  part  as 
formerly,  but  seek  to  do  direct  spiritual  work. 

Lewistown,  Prof.  N.  F.  Brown. — Organized  April,  1875.  Mem¬ 
bership,  seventy.  Population  of  town,  three  thousand.  We  hold 
two  open-air  meetings  every  Sabbath, — one  in  the  suburbs,  and 
one  at  the  poor-house.  Attendance  from  three  to  five  hundred. 
One  Sabbath-school  at  work  and  another  to  open  soon.  Have  held 
cottage  prayer- meetings,  and  also  in  the  country.  We  have  been 
ably  assisted  by  most  of  the  pastors.  We  have  centrally  located 
rooms,  on  the  first  floor,  supplied  with  reading  matter  by  private 
voluntary  contributions,  and  in  which  we  hold  weekly  prayer- 
meetings.  Result,  our  Christian  young  men  are  being  developed. 
The  boys  of  town  spend  their  evenings  with  us,  and  some  indi¬ 
cations  of  God’s  blessing  individuals.  We  are  not  in  debt,  and 
are  determined  to  remain  so. 

Latrobe,  Rev.  Ik.  B.  Carr. — Organized  in  July,  1875. 
Membership,  thirty.  Our  town  has  a  population  of  three 
thousand. 

Maucli  Chunk,  M.  L.  Yeager. — Organized  on  unsectarian  basis 
in  January.  Our  town  was  visited  by  a  glorious  revival,  over 
one  hundred  new  converts  accepted  divine  pardon  and  love. 
The  young  men  entered  heartily  and  earnestly  in  Association 
work.  A  centrally  located  and  comfortably  furnished  reading- 
room  is  thrown  open  every  evening,  and  strangers  and  others 
made  welcome.  Two  weekly  cottage  prayer-meetings,  at  Heck- 
elberrie  and  Coalport,  two  miles  distant,  well  sustained  and 
interesting.  A  prayer-meeting  at  one  of  the  principal  hotels,  for 
colored  waiters,  for  which  they  are  thankful,  and  some  of  them 
take  part.  At  our  rooms  on  Tuesday  evening  -we  have  a  prayer¬ 
meeting,  which  strengthens  us  for  work.  We  have  a  large  field 
among  the  number  of  young  men  employed  by  the  railway,  canal, 
and  other  corporations.  Several  of  our  zealous  workers  are 
among  them.  We  are  young,  and  lack  experience,  but  as 
we  gather  strength  we  will  seek  new  fields  of  usefulness.  Pray 
for  us!  Our  Association  numbers  fifty-six  active  and  eleven 
associate  members,  with  about  twenty-five  workers. 
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Meadville,  Rev.  T.  D.  Logan. — Our  Association  is  not  as 
thoroughly  organized  as  we  expect.  We  sustain  a  union  Sun¬ 
day-school  teachers’  meeting  and  three  weekly  cottage  meetings. 

McKeesport,  H.  M.  Lynn. — We  were  organized  in  the  winter. 
Have  been  holding  prayer-meetings,  and  also  services  out  from 
town.  Thus  far  we  are  much  encouraged.  We  have  a  large 
field  before  us,  and  need  your  prayers. 

Mifflinburg,  J.  L.  Strong. — We  have  thirty  members,  with 
ten  workers.  We  have  prayer-meeting  at  the  rooms,  on  Mon¬ 
day  evenings,  and  on  Sundays,  at  half-past  five,  in  the  different 
churches.  We  hope  to  be  the  means  of  doing  some  good  in  our 
place. 

Mount  Joy,J.  E.  Cassell. — Our  open-air  meetings  have  been  well 
received,  largely  attended,  and  seed  has  been  sown  which  may 
produce  a  bountiful  harvest. 

Our  Friday  evening  prayer-meetings  have  not  been  so  well 
attended,  but  the  few  who  have  been  there  have  been  earnest 
in  prayer  that  God  would  bless  the  young  men  of  our  town. 
We  also  hold  cottage  meetings  weekly.  Our  Lyceum,  which 
meets  on  Tuesday  evenings,  was  well  attended,  and  will  be 
continued  the  coming  winter.  We  h  ave  ten  workers,  and  feel 
encouraged  that  there  is  a  blessing  in  store  for  us. 

o  o 

New  Cumberland ,  J.  A.  Sprenkel. — We  are  in  a  small  town,  but 
keep  up  an  active  work  and  find  great  blessing  in  it. 

Oakdale,  Rev.  31.  N.  Cornelius. — Organized  December,  1874. 
Have  twenty  members.  Have  had  many  tokens  of  God’s  favor 
in  our  personal  experience  and  in  the  work  done  for  others.  We 
are  learning  how  to  sow  the  seed  and  to  hope  and  wait  for  the 
harvest.  Our  encouragement  for  the  future  is  the  sure  word  of 
God — our  able,  willing  Saviour,  “the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
forever.” 

Osceola,  Rev.  X.  IL.  Miller. — Our  Association  has  been  some¬ 
what  disorganized,  on  account  of  the  destructive  fire  in  our  place, 
which  left  so  many  homeless;  but  we  are  looking  forward  to 
active  work. 

Parker  City,  George  Potts. — We  are  over  three  years  old. 
Meet  from  church  to  church,  but  hope,  in  the  not-distant  future, 
to  have  a  room  of  our  own.  We  1  iave  about  fifty  members  and 
twenty-five  workers.  Prayer-meetings  are  held  on  Tuesday 
evenings  and  Sunday  mornings  or  afternoons.  Open-air  meet¬ 
ings  largely  attended.  We  have  helped  to  organize  Associations 
at  Perryville  and  Grant  Farm;  both  are  doing  good  work.  At 
the  request  of  the  churches,  we  undertook  the  relief  work  for  the 
poor.  We  have  abundant  reason  to  thank  God  for  the  past  and 
hope  for  more  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  future. 

Philadelphia,  L.  P.  Rowland. — A  daily  business-men’s  prayer¬ 
meeting  down  town,  with  an  average  attendance  of  seventy-five, 
and  many  conversions.  Sunday  evening  public  meetings  in  the 


13 


different  churches  for  giving  the  people  information  as  to  the 
work  of  the  Association  for  young  men.  The  Monday  evening 
Lyceum  well  sustained,  and  the  public  meetings  crowded.  On 
Tuesday  evenings,  once  or  twice  a  month,  a  social  gathering  for 
members  and  their  friends,  attended  by  from  three  to  seven 
hundred  persons.  Bible-study  meetings  on  Thursday  evenings, 
for  young  men,  with  an  attendance  of  from  sixty  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty;  also,  on  Saturday,  at  noon,  for  Sunday-school  teach¬ 
ers;  attendance  from  two  to  three  hundred,  increasing  in  interest 
and  numbers.  Friday  evening,  free  scientific  lectures,  well  at¬ 
tended,  most  interesting  and  practical.  A  special  meeting  for 
young  men  on  Saturday  evening,  in  charge  of  a  special  com¬ 
mittee  of  young  men,  who  are  a  power  in  the  Association,  always 
being  present  for  personal  work.  Open-air  meetings  held,  with 
an  attendance  very  large.  Many  hopeful  conversions  have  come 
to  our  knowledge.  Religious  printed  matter  in  the  shape  of 
Dublin  tracts  and  slips  have  been  freely  distributed.  The  Bazaar 
of  the  Nations,  held  in  the  early  spring,  netted  our  Association, 
for  the  new  building,  about  $15,000. 

The  new  building  is  up  one  story,  and  promises  to  be  ready 
for  our  work  July  1st,  1876.  It  is  of  stone,  and  covers  the  lot, 
which  is  two  hundred  and  thirty  by  seventy-two  feet. 

Picture  Rocks,  S.  H.  Burrows. — Our  Association  is  in  a  small 
town.  We  are  encouraged  in  our  work.  Our  methods  similar 
to  those  of  most  of  the  smaller  places. 

Pittsburg,  R.  A.  Orr. — We  hold  one  weekly  and  one  daily 
noon  meeting,  the  last  of  which  has  been  better  attended  than 
any  previous  year.  The  rooms  have  been  constantly  used  by 
readers  of  our  books  and  papers.  We  had  a  series  of  Sabbath 
afternoon  lectures  on  the  Bible,  by  different  ministers  of  the  city, 
interspersed  by  Bible  readings,  and  attended  beyond  our  expecta¬ 
tions.  We  hold  in  the  summer  several  open-air  meetings  on 
Sunday,  and  one  on  Saturday  evening.  The  Saturday  meeting 
was  held  a  short  distance  from  the  rooms,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting  the  crowd  was  invited  to  the  rooms  for  an  after  meeting 
of  twenty  minutes.  Many  would  respond,  and  in  nearly  every 
meeting  there  were  requests  for  prayers,  and  we  believe  many 
souls  were  saved.  In  our  cottage  and  neighborhood  meetings 
many  were  awakened  and  converted.  A  German  Association 
has  been  formed  during  the  year,  partly  by  our  help.  Messrs. 
Whittle  and  Bliss  visited  our  city  in  the  winter,  and  their 
services  and  teachings  had  a  powerful  effect  upon  the  active 
workers  of  our  Association.  The  most  encouraging  features 
of  our  works  are:  1,  The  increased  activity  and  usefulness  of 
many  of  our  members;  2,  The  number  of  persons  who  for  the 
first  time  engage  in  our  work;  3,  The  increased  study  and 
consequent  knowledge  of  the  Word  of  God. 
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Scranton,  II.  II.  Chapin. — We  have  a  membership  of  six  hun¬ 
dred — one-third  ladies.  Yearly  expenses,  nearly  $2500.  The 
Association  is  active  and  energetic,  holding  meetings  in  chapels, 
churches,  school-houses,  prison,  streets,  alleys,  hospital,  shops,  and 
any  place  where  we  could  collect  men  to  hear  the  Word  of  God. 
The  Sunday  afternoon  meetings  in  the  hall  are  largely  attended, 
a  feature  beino;  one-half  hour  of  instruction  in  congregational 
singing.  We  have  held  very  successful  noon-day  meetings 
in  the  railway  and  other  shops.  We  are  now  conducting 
four  meetings  each  Sabbath.  We  have  a  library  of  about 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  volumes,  and  have  added 
during  the  year  about  $700  worth.  A  sewing-school  meets  once 
a  week.  The  ladies  gather  in  poor  girls,  teach  them  to  sew, 
and  give  them  religious  instruction.  We  have  given  relief  to 
hundreds  of  poor  people.  We  never  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  an 
applicant  if  worthy,  but  all  cases  are  investigated,  and  if  found 
impostors  are  published.  Our  rooms  are  visited  by  thousands  of 
people,  where  every  possible  attention  is  given.  We  have  bands 
of  earnest  workers,  who  go  anywhere  and  hold  meetings.  God 
has  blessed  the  work  beyond  all  human  conception.  Our  Park 
Place  Branch,  by  a  vote  of  the  people,  is  about  to  be  transferred 
to  the  M.  E.  Church,  with  a  congregation  of  about  two  hundred 
members.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  of  unity  in  our  churches, 
which  our  Association  has  been  instrumental  in  producing  to  a 
very  great  extent. 

Shamoldn,  IP.  JR.  Owen. — Our  Association  is  young,  but  we 
are  encouraged.  We  have  a  hall  fitted  up  through  the  Christian 
generosity  of  a  friend,  in  which  we  hold  our  prayer-meetings. 
We  expect  to  enlarge  our  work  in  the  future. 

Shrewsbury,  H.  Latimer. — Our  Association  still  continues  its 
good  work,  holding  meetings  in  the  churches  and  from  house  to 
house.  A  recent  work  of  grace  in  our  place  has  brought  new 
workers  to  our  help,  in  which  we  are  greatly  strengthened. 

Spring  Dale,  IP.  S.  Boyd. — Ours  is  known  as  the  Young 
Men’s  and  Women’s  Christian  Association.  We  hold  meetings 
in  our  hall  on  Sabbath  afternoons,  assisted  by  the  brethren  from 
Butler.  Ours  is  a  new  part  of  the  town  of  Butler,  in  a  growing 
field,  and  we  look  forward  to  greater  work  and  results  in  the 
future. 

Summit  Hill,  J.  B.  Kolb. — The  population  of  our  town  and 
surrounding  villages  is  about  four  thousand.  We  have  forty 
members,  and  twenty  workers  who  are  ready  to  lead  in  meetings. 
The  great  strike  in  the  coal  regions  has  caused  the  removal  of 
many  young  men,  but  we  hope  for  a  better  state  of  affairs.  We 
hold  regular  monthly  meetings,  weekly  prayer- meetings  in  the 
rooms.  Our  cottage  prayer- meeting  in  the  town,  and  another 
about  a  mile  distant,  which  are  highly  acceptable  to  the  people. 
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We  have  a  reading-room,  free  to  all,  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
with  a  choice  library  and  reading  matter. 

Taylorstown,  Rev.  John  Morrow. — We  are  in  the  country. 
God  has  blessed  us  in  enabling  us  to  continue  against  dis¬ 
couragement.  We  have  five  workers.  Have  stated  cottage 
prayer-meetings,  and  the  interest  manifested  warrants  us  in 
saying  we  will  keep  them  up,  looking  for  the  Spirit  to  convert, 
encourage,  and  strengthen. 

Troy ,  ./.  IF.  Cornell. — Our  organization  is  a  little  over  a  year 
old.  We  have  increased  from  a  few  to  a  list  of  seventy-five 
members.  We  have  two  neatly-furnished  rooms,  one  for  reading- 
room  and  the  other  for  small  prayer-meetings.  They  can  be 
thrown  into  one  when  necessary.  We  conduct  a  Sunday-school, 
cottage  prayer-meetings,  and  open-air  meetings.  We  assisted 
Mr.  Taggart  in  organizing,  at  Canton,  in  the  summer.  We  have 
been  encouraged  by  written  and  verbal  requests  from  uncon¬ 
verted  persons  for  our  prayers. 

Tyrone ,  C.  J.  Kegel. — We  have  sixty-seven  members  and 
fourteen  workers.  The  week  of  prayer  was  observed  by  holding 
noon-day  meetings.  We  hold  two  regular  services  during  the 
week.  Our  relief  committee  during  the  winter  visited  and 
provided  for  a  number  of  destitute  families.  We  have  held  six¬ 
teen  cottage  meetings.  Contributed  ten  dollars  to  the  State 
Executive  Committee,  and  five  dollars  to  the  International 
Committee.  Our  prayer  is  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  descend 
on  your  assemblies,  and  our  delegates  be  baptized  with  fresh  zeal 
and  power. 

Waynesboro,  Joseph  Price. — Our  Association  stills  holds  on 
its  way  rejoicing,  and  it  is  doing  a  blessed  work  to  our  own  souls, 
and  we  trust  to  others.  The  Local  Conference,  held  a  few  weeks 
ago,  was  greatly  blessed  to  us,  and  out  of  it  we  hope  a  revival 
may  come  to  our  churches,  which  is  so  much  needed.  Our  town 
has  a  population  of  fifteen  hundred.  We  hold  Sunday  afternoon 
prayer-meetings,  have  three  neighborhood  meetings,  and  two 
mission  Sunday-schools,  which  are  well  attended.  We  try  to 
live  close  to  Christ,  and  thus  be  united  to  each  other. 

Williamsport,  S.  S.  Broivn. — We  have  about  three  hundred 
members  and  fifty  workers.  We  hold  a  general  meeting  in  one  of 
the  different  churches  on  Monday  evenings.  Open-air  meetings 
in  the  summer,  sometimes  as  many  as  eight  in  a  single  evening. 
A  devotional  meeting  at  the  rooms  every  Sunday  afternoon,  at 
four  o’clock,  and  a  Bible  class  on  Saturday  evening,  led  by  the 
different  pastors  of  the  city  who  are  favorable  to  us,  and  help  us 
very  much.  We  hold  also  services  in  the  prison,  and  numerous 
cottage  meetings;  and  one  feature  of  our  work  is  holding  of  dele¬ 
gation  meetings  in  the  neighboring  towns,  that  have  been  greatly 
blessed.  We  are  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 
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Wilkinsburg,  J.  S.  Campbell. — We  were  organized  about  six 
months  ago.  We  have  thirty  members  and  seventeen  workers, 
and  more  coming  in.  We  have  been  holding  cottage  meetings, 
as  well  as  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Association.  We  feel  sure 
that  God  has  been  and  is  still  with  us. 

York,  D.  E.  Small. — Our  Association,  besides  attending  to  its 
regular  work,  has  recently  been  called  by  the  pastors  of  our  city 
to  visit  their  churches  and  help  in  their  meetings,  and  we  have 
some  very  encouraging  evidences  of  a  deep  revival  in  our  midst. 
We  are  in  a  good  working  condition. 

John  Lowry,  on  behalf  of  Credential  Committee,  presented 
the  following 

List  of  Delegates: 

Altoona. — J.  G.  Herbst,  G.  B.  Myers,  G.  W.  Jones  W.  A.  Magee,  C.  W. 
Bradley,  T.  H.  Wiggins,  C4  B.  McLaughlin  L.  F.  Stahl,  J.  W.  Findley,  W. 
F.  Taylor. 

Arendtsville. — Isaac  Byers. 

Ashland. — A.  J.  Weigle. 

Bakerstown. — Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart,  Rev.  I.  T.  Wright. 

Bellefonte. — J.  A.  Beaver,  A.  Niccholls,  Rev.  W.  T.  Wylie,  J.  I.  Irwin  Rev. 
W.  H.  Lilly,  C.  F.  Cooke,  D.  Fortney,  T.  H.  Potter,  B.  Shroyer,  Isaac  Lose. 

Blairsville. — H.  P.  Shepley,  John  Hill,  T.  D.  Cunningham,  A.  P.  Kirtland, 
J.  G.  Shielde. 

Buffalo  Village. — W.  W.  Hunter,  O.  M.  Lawton. 

Burgettstown. — Rev.  J.  T.  Fredericks. 

Butler. — John  F.  Lowry,  J.  C.  Reddick,  H.  Moser,  H.  Cochran,  B.  L. 
Pollock. 

Carlisle. — Albert  Line,  J.  H.  Wolf,  George  Bridges. 

Corresponding  Members. — Lang  Slieaff,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  T.  K.  Cree,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. ;  Rev.  R.  G.  Shannon,  Rev.  J.  W.  White,  H.  W.  Reed, 
Huntingdon  ;  Rev.  G.  W.  Bean,  Mount  Pisgah. 

Cross  Creek. — P.  C.  Schmidt. 

Danville. — C.  II.  Zehnder. 

East  Liberty.  — Erastus  Johnston,  H.  H.  Negley,  J.  S.  Person,  W.  H. 
McConnell,  J.  C.  Hutchinson,  F.  Luty,  Nathan  Henry,  H.  M.  Butler,  S.  M. 
James,  Frank  Hall,  G.  W.  Henderson,  W.  T.  Powell,  G.  A.  Munson,  F.  Torrence. 

Erie. — W.  R.  Davenport,  O.  R.  Stockwell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Q.  Disbrow,  G. 
W.  F.  Sherwin,  F.  J.  French,  Joseph  Hallowfield,  J.  W.  G.  Gensheimer. 
Fairview. — A.  J.  McCreary. 

Germantown. — William  Adamson. 

Harrisburg. — James  McCormick,  Jr.,  A.  A.  Witter. 

Hughesvillc. — A.  C.  Henry. 

Hyde  Park.— T.  F.  Wells. 

Hulmeville. — E.  G.  Harrison. 

Johnstown. — Rev.  D.  M.  Miller,  N.  G.  Roberts. 

Lafayette  College. — S.  B.  Neilson,  C.  L.  Stevens,  G.  W.  Phillips. 

Lebanon. — Rev.  J.  Rondthaler,  J.  Birkenbine. 

Lewistown. — N.  F.  Brown,  J.  M.  Goodheart,  O.  Longacre,  W.  M.  Frysinger. 
Latrobe. — W.  B.  Carr,  S.  S.  Hopkins,  A.  Saxman. 

Maueh  Chunk. — M.  L.  Yeager. 

Meadville. — Rev.  T.  D.  Logan. 

McKeesport. — H.  M.  Lynn. 

Mifflmburg. — John  L.  Strong. 

Mount  Joy. — J.  R.  Cassel,  H.  E.  Guyer,  J.  R.  Hoffer. 

New  Cumberland. — J.  A.  Sprenkel,  J.  S.  Schell. 

Oakdale. — Rev.  M.  N.  Cornelius,  J.  F.  Stoneciplier. 

Osceola. — Rev.  N.  H.  Miller. 
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Parker  City. — George  Potts. 

Philadelphia. — Thomas  Marshall,  L.  P.  Rowland,  J.  Howard  Seal,  John 
Weist,  A.  L.  Kaub. 

Picture  Rocks. — S.  H.  Burrows. 

Pittsburg. — H.  K.  Porter,  W.  K.  Jennings,  R.  G.  Orr,  John  H.  Mullen, 
S.  L.  Fullwood,  F.  R.  Brocklebank,  Smith  Agnew,  C.  Snivelv,  S.  A.  Taggart, 
J.  F.  Robinson,  E.  A.  Kitzmiller,  J.  A.  McCune,  C.  Shinkle. 

Scranton. — H.  H.  Chapin. 

Shamokin. — W.  R.  Owen,  Philip  Thomas. 

Shrewsbury. — H.  Latimer. 

Spring  Dale. — W.  S.  Bovd,  David  Cupps,  L.  Butler,  S.  McCurdy,  W.  H. 
Young,  T.  D.  White,  William  Farnsworth,  Carl  Line. 

State  College. — Prof.  J.  Hamilton,  A.  S.  Landis. 

Summit  Hill. — J.  B.  Kolb. 

Taylorstown.- — Rev.  John  Morrow. 

Troy. — J.  W.  Cornell. 

Tyrone. — O.  L.  Swope,  S.  H.  Cree,  A.  J.  Mattern,  J.  C.  Hamilton,  F.  M. 
Bell,  Charles  Seal,  Samuel  Lightner,  William  Werts,  R.  E.  McCoy,  Henry 
Cryder,  J.  F.  Willson,  C.  J.  Kegel,  Rev.  S.  M.  Moore,  Rev.  James  Keister. 

Waynesboro. —  R.  F.  McClean,  Joseph  Price,  D.  M.  Good,  Jr. 

Wellsburg. — Rev.  J.  B.  Page. 

Williamsport — S.  S.  Brown. 

Wilkinsburg. — J.  S.  Campbell,  J.  Criclifleld,  H.  M.  Faulkner. 

York. — D.  E.  Small,  Henry  Small. 

After  the  time  had  expired  for  the  hearing  of  reports,  the 
Convention  joined  in  singing 

“  Rock  of  Ages,  cleft  for  me.” 

Rev.  Mr.  Cornelius,  of  Oakdale,  led  in  prayer.  H.  K.  Porter, 
of  Pittsburg,  chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  on  its 
behalf,  presented  the  following : — 

Dear  Brethren  : — It  is  our  great  pleasure  to  present  to  you 
this  summary  of  another  year  of  labor  among  our  Associations, 
bringing,  as  it  does,  additional  evidence  of  progress,  and  en¬ 
couragements  to  continue  with  renewed  zeal.  We  enter  upon 
another  year  with  the  brightest  of  prospects.  We  pray  that  it 
may  be  one  of  earnest  work  and  great  blessing. 

By  the  action  of  the  Convention  at  Johnstown,  the  commit¬ 
tee  was  elected  for  three  years,  the  last  of  which  we  are  now 
entering. 

Thomas  McCune,  of  Scranton,  and  Dr.  C.  Sheridan,  of  Johns¬ 
town,  in  consequence  of  sickness  and  removal  from  the  State, 
have  tendered  their  resignations.  The  committee  has  had  two 
regular  meetings  during  the  year.  The  first  one  at  German¬ 
town,  in  September,  and  the  second  at  Harrisburg,  in  February, 
at  which  such  plans  were  discussed  and  adopted  as  were  thought 
would  best  promote  the  welfare  of  our  cause  over  the  State. 

Conference  and  Evangelistic  Meetings 

have  been  held  during  the  year  in  the  following  places,  and  have 
been  continued  from  one  to  five  days  in  each  place: — Altoona, 
Bellefonte,  Bristol,  Butler,  Buffalo,  Chambersburg,  Candor,  Cross 
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Creek,  Dunbar,  East  Liberty,  Greencastle,  Gettysburg,  Great 
Bend,  Harrisburg,  Hughesville,  Harbor  Creek,  Jamestown, 
Kensington,  Lock  Haven,  Lebanon,  Montrose,  Millersburg, 
Meadville,  Mansfield  Valley,  New  Oxford,  Newville,  Parker 
City,  State  College,  Shamokin,  Tunkhannock,  Waynesboro. 

The  attendance  upon  these  meetings  by  brethren  from  neigh¬ 
boring  Associations  has  been  larger  than  during  any  previous 
year,  and  the  universal  testimony  has  been  that  it  is  blessed  to 
thus  come  together  and  counsel  and  commune  with  each  other, 
and  lift  up  Christ  to  the  perishing.  In  the  daytime,  (usually,) 
conferences  upon  every  phase  of  the  work  have  been  held,  thus 
giving  practical  instruction  to  workers,  while  at  night  Gospel 
or  evangelistic  meetings  were  held,  reaching  many  of  the 
impenitent  and  nominal  Christians,  and  in  many  instances  we 
have  heard  the  glad  news  of 


Revivals. 


At  Tunkhannock  our  gathering  of  three  days  was  the  incep¬ 
tion  of  a  revival  moving  the  entire  place,  resulting  in  large 
accessions  to  the  churches.  Brethren  from  Wilkesbarre  and 
Plymouth  gave  great  assistance. 

At  New  Oxford  we  were  joined  by  brethren  from  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania  College,  York  Springs,  and  Hanover.  From  first 
to  last  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  manifest,  and  a 
marked  work  of  grace  soon  followed  in  the  place. 

At  Butler  we  were  joined  by  brethren  from  Pittsburg,  Salts- 
burg,  Blairsville,  and  Parker  City.  The  religious  interest  was 
very  deep.  A  large  number  arose  for  prayers,  among  them 
quite  a  number  of  young  men. 

At  Bellefonte  the  work  resulted  in  marked  cases  of  conversions. 

At  Candor  we  were  joined  by  Cross  Creek,  Burgettstown,  and 
Taylorstown.  Our  gathering  there  will  not  soon  be  forgotten 
for  its  deej)  spirituality. 

At  Bristol  we  were  assisted  by  brethren  from  Philadelphia 
and  Burlington,  N.  J.,  and  the  closing  meeting  gave  evidence  oi 
the  very  deep  interest  of  the  large  audience  present. 

At  the  State  Agricultural  College  we  were  joined  by  brethern 
from  Bellefonte,  and  a  most  wonderful  work  of  grace  prevailed 
throughout  the  entire  institution.  The  great  majority  of  the 
students  made  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  their  Associ¬ 
ation  is  active  in  His  work. 

At  Lebanon  five  days  of  interesting  meetings  were  held,  the 
brethren  of  Harrisburg  assisting,  and  a  number  of  young  men 
enlisted  in  the  service. 

At  McKeesport  delegations  from  Pittsburg  and  East  Liberty 
were  very  helpful  in  commencing  a  very  precious  work  of 
revival. 
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The  same  might  be  said  to  a  more  limited  extent  of  the 
meetings  at  Chambersburg,  assisted  by  Harrisburg,  Shippens- 
burg,  Greencastle,  and  Hagerstown,  Md.  At  Harbor  Creek, 
assisted  by  Erie.  At  Iiughesvilles,  assisted  by  Williamsport 
and  Danville.  At  Altoona,  assisted  by  Tyrone,  Johnstown,  and 
Ebensburg.  At  Parker  City,  by  Pittsburg,  Foxburg,  and 
Butler.  At  Lock  Haven,  by  Be'llefonte.  Also  at  Mansfield 
Valley,  Newville,  Waynesboro,  Greencastle,  and  Shamokin. 

At  Pleasantville  a  work  of  grace  originated  through  the 
Association,  and  resulted  in  over  two  hundred  conversions. 

In  East  Liberty  (Pittsburg)  an  unparalleled  work  began  its 
first  outward  manifestations.  At  the  closing  meeting  of  our 
conference,  upon  invitation,  a  large  number  arose  for  prayers, 
and  many  more  remained  for  the  after  inquiry  meeting.  For 
two  months,  nightly,  the  largest  churches  were  filled  with  deeply- 
serious  congregations.  Hundreds  of  professing  Christians  were 
awakened,  and  a  very  large  number  confessed  Christ. 

Delegation  Work. 

The  Association  at  Erie  has  continued  its  very  effective  efforts 
in  this  direction  with  unabated  zeal,  exercising  a  fostering  care 
over  weaker  Associations ;  besides  this,  holding  an  immense 
mass  meeting  for  railway  men  at  Meadville.  At  Williamsport 
this  part  of  the  work  has  been  quite  a  feature.  At  Harrisburg 
they  have  sent  out  workers,  whose  visits  have  been  well  received. 
At  Pittsburg,  East  Liberty,  neighboring  and  suburban  towns 
have  been  visited  by  delegations  holding  Gospel  meetings  that 
have  been  greatly  blessed. 

At  Corry  the  brethren  have  held  meetings  six  miles  away 
from  the  place,  and  with  great  blessing  attending  them.  The 
same  may  be  said,  to  a  limited  extent,  of  Gettysburg,  Candor, 
Cross  Creek,  Carlisle,  Troy,  and  other  places  that  possibly  have 
not  been  reported.  Too  much  stress  can  scarcely  be  laid  on  this 
kind  of  work,  and  every  Association  should  engage  in  it,  at  least 
occasionally. 

County  Organizations. 

The  Associations  of  Washington  and  Adams  counties  have 
already  formed  organizations,  by  which  they  hope  to  eventually 
help  and  strengthen  each  other,  as  well  as  unite  their  efforts  to 
advance  the  cause  in  new  places.  In  the  former  they  have 
already  held  a  very  interesting  conference  at  Burgettstown,  and 
in  the  latter  at  New  Oxford.  There  are  many  counties  in  the 
State  containing  a  sufficient  number  of  Associations  to  form 
similar  organizations,  which  would  certainly  be  very  helpful  in 
bringing  them  closer  together,  and  hence  the  stronger  for  a 
united  work. 
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New  Associations. 

It  has  not  been  the  aim  merely  to  multiply  the  number  of 
new  organizations,  but  as  far  as  possible  strengthen  those  already 
formed.  We  report  the  following  new  Associations: — Buffalo 
Village,  Canton,  Catfish,  Fairview,  Lewistown,  Mifflinburg, 
Newberry,  Oakdale,  State  College,  Towanda,  Wilkinsburg, 
Latrobe,  McKeesport.  A  number  of  places  are  ready  to  organ¬ 
ize,  and  many  have  done  so  already,  but  no  word  has  been 
received  up  to  the  time  of  preparing  this  report. 

The  number  of  Associations  in  the  State  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty.  The  number  disbanded,  two.  The  reason  why,  because 
they  cease  to  work.  The  number  reported  as  languishing,  seven. 
The  reasons  various,  but  all  of  which  can  be  overcome  by  earnest, 
honest,  prayerful  work  for  Christ. 


Associations  in  Colleges 

are  reported  at  Lafayette  College,  Easton  ;  Pennsylvania  College, 
Gettysburg;  Allegheny  College,  Meadviile;  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  Washington.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  organize 
in  the  normal  schools  at  Mansfield  and  Shippensburg.  It  is 
here  suggested  that  some  plan  of  inter-visitation  by  these  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  might  be  projected,  by  which  they  could  give 
and  receive  encouragement,  and  learn  of  each  other’s  work;  or, 
if  the  State  is  too  large,  those  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State 
might  visit  each  other  through  representatives,  and  those  in  the 
western  part  the  same ;  and  in  addition,  they  might  call  the 
attention  of  those  institutions  when  no  such  organizations  exist, 
and  secure  their  co-operation. 


Personal  Visits  of  Secretary. 


In  addition  to  the  conference  and  evangelistic  meetings,  the 
Secretary  has  visited,  counseled  with  workers,  and  held  meetings 
at  Albion,  Allegheny  College,  Annville,  Altoona,  Burgettstown, 
Butler,  Bristol,  Corry,  Canton,  Carlisle,  Chambersburg,  Con- 
nellsville,  Emsworth,  East  Liberty,  Erie,  Fairview,  Foxburg, 
Franklin,  Greencastle,  Germantown,  Hanover,  Harrisburg, 
Lewistown,  Latrobe,  McKeesport,  Mercer,  Mauch  Chunk, 
Newville,  Oakdale,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg,  Shippensburg, 
St.  Petersburg,  Troy,  Tyrone,  Wilkinsburg,  Williamsport, 
Wellsboro. 

Personal  visits  have  been  made,  or  correspondence  conducted, 
with  the  following  places,  with  a  view  to  organization  : — Allen¬ 
town,  Ashland,  Armaugh,  Brady’s  Bend,  Braddock’s  Field, 
Bridesburg,  Chester,  Cambridge,  Dauphin,  Frankford,  Greens- 
burg,  Honesdale,  Hollidaysburg,  Hazleton,  Kittanning,  Lewis- 
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burg,  Mifflinburg,  Muncy,  Norristown,  New  Castle,  North-East, 
Normal  School  (Mansfield),  Normal  School  (Shippensburg), 
Oxford,  Oil  City,  Phoenixville,  Pottsville,  Sunbury,  Sewickley, 
Sharpsburg,  Sandy  Lake,  Towanda,  Tioga,  Wrightsville,  Watson- 
town. 

Conference  and  Evangelistic  Meetings  for  the 

Coming  Year. 

The  following  Associations  have  been  grouped  together  at 
places  that  can  most  readily  co-operate  with  each  other.  They 
are  earnestly  requested  to  confer  with  each  other  and  decide 
upon  one  of  these  places  (or  another  of  their  own  selection)  in 
which  to  hold  the  meetings  : — 

1.  Philadelphia,  Frankford,  Germantown,  and  Kensington. 

2.  Bristol,  Hulmeville,  and  Philadelphia. 

3.  Scranton,  Wilkesbarre,  Plymouth,  and  Ashley. 

4.  Scranton,  Hyde  Park,  and  Honesdale. 

5.  Great  Bend,  Montrose,  and  Susquehanna  Depot. 

6.  Towanda  and  Tunkhannock 

7.  Troy  and  Canton. 

8.  Danville,  Shamokin,  Mifflinburg,  and  Ashland. 

9.  Williamsport,  Hughesville,  Picture  Bocks,  and  Newberry. 

10.  -Jersey  Shore,  Lock  Haven,  and  Williamsport. 

11.  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster,  and  Manheim. 

12.  Beading,  Lebanon,  Lancaster,  and  Annville. 

13.  Gettysburg  and  Associations  of  Adams  county. 

14.  York,  Hanover,  and  Shrewsbury. 

15.  Harrisburg,  New  Cumberland,  West  Fairview,  and  Millersburg. 

16.  Carlisle,  Harrisburg,  Newville,  Shippensburg. 

17.  Chambersburg,  Greencastle,  Waynesboro,  and  Mercersburg. 

18.  Lewistown  and  adjoining  region. 

19.  Stroudsburg,  Easton,  and  Lafayette  College. 

20.  Tyrone,  Bellefonte,  Altoona,  and  Osceola. 

21.  Johnstown,  Ebensburg,  and  Blairsville. 

22.  Saltsburg,  Latrobe,  Blairsville,  and  New  Alexandria. 

23.  Franklin,  Meadville,  Pleasantville,  Titusville,  and  Allegheny  College. 

24.  Mercer,  West  Greenville,  and  Meadville. 

25.  Erie,  Union  City,  Corry,  and  Mill  Creek. 

26.  Erie,  Harbor  Creek,  Fairview,  Albion,  and  Wellsburg. 

27.  Pittsburg,  East  Liberty,  Wilkinsburg,  McKeesport,  and  Oakdale. 

28.  Pittsburg,  Beaver  Falls,  Westfield,  and  Hermon. 

29.  Burgettstown,  Candor,  and  Associations  in  Washington  county. 

30.  Parker  City,  Perryville,  Catfish,  and  Foxburg. 

In  addition  to  these,  meetings  will  also  be  held  at  other  points, 
as  the  way  seems  open.  The  regular  series  of  meetings  will 
commence  about  the  middle  of  November  and  continue,  as  usual, 
until  the  last  of  May,  D.  V.  The  Secretary  will  be  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  all  of  them,  and  the  members  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  in  their  respective  districts.  As  soon  as  Associations 
have  conferred  with  each  other  and  fixed  upon  the  plan  of 
meeting,' write  at  once  to  the  State  Secretary,  that  he  may  fix 
upon  the  time  of  meeting  and  make  all  needful  preparation. 
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Railway  Work. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  flourishing  work,  designated  as  the 
Railway  Branch  of  the  Erie  Association,  has  been  prosecuted  for 
some  time  with  great  success.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  every 
railway  centre  of  our  State  may  be  reached  in  a  similar  way. 
Mr.  Leny  Sheaff,  Secretary  of  the  International  Committee  for 
Railway  Work,  is  prepared  to  visit  all  such  points,  hold  meetings, 
and  give  counsel  as  to  the  best  methods.  All  Associations 
desiring  his  help  should  place  themselves  in  communication  with 
him,  by  addressing  him  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Our  State  Work  for  tiie  Future. 

It  is  hoped  that  at  this  Convention  the  conviction  will  be 
formed  in  every  mind,  and  carried  from  here  to  our  different 
homes,  that  we  must  foster  all  existing  Associations,  and  organize 
new  ones  in  our  State.  When  so  much  of  encouragement  and 
blessing  has  attended  us  in  the  past,  shall  we  not  go  on  with 
renewed  vigor?  We  are  not  now  the  small  State  (numbering 
twenty  associations)  that  we  were  a  few  years  ago;  but,  according 
to  the  statistical  report  of  the  International  Convention,  held  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  we  number  one  hundred  and  thirty  Associations, 
making  fifty-three  organizations  more  than  any  other  State  in  the 
Union.  “To  whom  much  is  given,  of  him  much  shall  be 
required.”  We  cannot  stand  still.  We  must  either  advance  or 
recede.  Each  Association  can  do  its  part  by  determining  in  the 
strength  of  God  to  go  forward.  And  as  we  ask  Him  for  strength, 
so  let  us  give  to  Him  the  glory  for  what  has  been  done. 

There  is  a  great  hungering  in  many  hearts  for  a  mighty  out¬ 
pouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  our  land,  and  it  is  forcing  itself  with 
all  the  strength  of  conviction  upon  many,  that  we  are  upon  the 
eve  of  the  blessed  time.  Eet  us  be  ready.  Let  us  lie  instant  in 
season  and  out  of  season.  And  if  it  please  Him  thus  to  come, 
He  will  find  us  ready  and  willing  to  be  His  instruments  in  bearing 
the  responsibility  laid  upon  us,  in  seeking  the  salvation  of  young 
men. 

In  Conclusion. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  sum  up  the  entire  results  accom¬ 
plished  in  our  State.  One  marked  feature  during  the  past  year 
has  been  the  great  development  of  new  workers.  Many  (young 
men,  especially)  have  been  enlisted  earnestly  in  the  service  of 
Christ,  and  have  embraced  their  privilege  of  witnessing  for  him. 
While  many  of  our  Associations  could  have  reported  more 
nominal  members  in  years  gone  by,  yet  at  no  time  have  they 
had  anything  like  the  number  who  are  ready  to  give  thpir  hearts 
to  the  service. 
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We  are  entering  upon  the  centennial  year  of  our  nation’s 
existence,  the  celebration  of  which  will  centre  chiefly  in  the  great 
exposition  in  Philadelphia.  Already  the  Association  there  is 
erecting  its  commodious  and  suitable  building,  to  more  effectually 
organize  for  the  great  work  and  warfare,  that  amid  the  throng 
the  gospel  of  Christ  may  be  proclaimed.  Shall  we  not  all  agree, 
while  we  cannot  enter  upon  the  centennial  of  our  Association’s 
existence,  that  we  can  bring  to  it  just  as  much  faith,  fervor,  zeal, 
sacrifice,  and  all  else  as  shall  make  it  a  glorious  year  of  work, 
and  the  Lord  shall  bring  about  in  His  own  time  the  still  more 
glorious  results? 


Affectionately  vours,  in  the  love  and  service  of  the  Master, 


H.  K.  Porter, 

John  Wanamaker, 
William  Adamson, 

J.  E.  Hall, 

W.  R.  Davenport, 

A.  Blair, 

W.  C.  Cattell, 

S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary. 


S.  Q.  Brown 

James  McCormick,  Jr., 

James  A.  Beaver, 

G.  S.  Bennett, 

D.  E.  Small, 

W.  K.  Jennings, 
Howard  Otto. 


[For  Treasurer’s  report,  see  last  page.] 


After  the  presentation  of  this  report  the  pledges  for  contribu¬ 
tions  from  Associations  for  the  next  year’s  work  were  taken  up, 
meeting  with  a  more  general  response  than  any  previous  year, 
thus  inspiring  confidence  that  the  good  work  of  fostering  our 
Associations  shall  be  continued.  The  Convention  closed  the 
morning  session  after  hearing  reports  of  the  order  of  further 
exercises  from  the  Devotional  and  Business  Committees,  by 
singing  the  doxology,  Rev.  Mr.  Bean  pronouncing  the  bene¬ 
diction. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  two  o’clock,  S.  L.  Full  wood,  of  East  Liberty,  led  the 
prayer-meeting.  The  subject  was  “The  imbuement  of  power 
from  God.”  Some  special  cases  for  prayer  were  presented  and 
very  earnest  remarks  were  made,  and  prayers  were  offered  that 
the  delegates  might  be  imbued  with  the  power  to  win  souls 
whilst  in  Altoona,  and  that  this  power  might  be  specifically  felt 
in  the  homes  where  they  were  so  kindly  entertained.  So  evident 
was  the  Spirit’s  presence  in  this  meeting,  that  the  time  appeared 
too  short,  and  after  the  opening  devotional  exercises,  which 
consisted  in  singing,  reading  of  Scriptures,  and  prayer  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Morrow,  of  Taylorstown,  the  minutes  were  read  and 


adopted,  after  which  Rev.  T.  D.  Logan,  of  Meadville,  delivered 
the  opening  address,  upon  the  topic,  “The  importance  and  best 
methods  of  definite  work  for  young  men,”  which  is  as  follows: — 

“  That  such  a  question  as  this  should  be  proposed  at  a  State  Convention  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  shows  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  distinctive  features 
of  our  work  have  been  thrown  into  the  background.  ‘  Definite  work  by  young 
men  for  young  men,’  is  not  this  the  central  idea  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.?  It  is  the 
mission  of  these  organizations  to  give  to  Christian  young  men,  as  such,  a 
definite  work  which  is  suited  to  their  condition  in  life,  and  which  has  for  its 
object  the  salvation  of  the  multitudes  of  their  companions  who  are  still  away  from 
the  Saviour.  With  this  idea  our  Associations  have  been  organized,  and  with 
this  same  idea  they  ought  to  be  carried  on.  But  as  a  consequence  of  the 
Christian  activity  which  has  been  engendered  by  our  peculiar  work,  the  sphere 
of  our  efforts  has  been  greatly  enlarged.  Our  Associations  have  been 
led  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  temperance  reform,  and  to  labor  for  the 
evangelization  of  the  community  in  general,  while  our  more  active  members 
have  been  called  to  assume  positions  of  responsibility  in  their  respective 
churches.  We  have  no  reason  to  regret  that  our  organizations  have  acted  as 
educators  of  Christian  activity  in  all  departments  of  church  work.  They  have 
accomplished  much  in  this  direction  within  the  last  five  years.  But  unless  the 
distinctive  features  of  the  work  are  kept  constantly  in  view,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
cannot  continue  very  long  as  an  educator  of  Christian  workers.  Many  organi¬ 
zations  have  been  crippled,  and  many  have  died  because  the  recruiting  stopped. 
The  definite  work  for  young  men  ceased  and  the  active  workers  found  their 
time  fully  occupied  with  other  kinds  of  labor.  Those  churches  which  begrudge 
the  time  given  by  their  members  to  the  peculiar  work  of  the  Association,  ought 
to  bear  in  mind  that  they  cannot  receive  from  this  source  a  fresh  supply  of 
workers  unless  some  one  gives  attention  to  the  recruiting.  This  fact  alone 
ought  to  show  the  importance  of  definite  work  for  young  men.  But  it  is 
possible  that  some  may  be  inclined  to  doubt  whether,  after  all,  it  is  the  best 
thing  to  make  these  special  efforts. 

“  Within  the  last  two  years  Christian  woman  have  come  to  our  assistance  in 
many  places,  and  with  their  aid  much  good  has  been  accomplished.  Why 
make  distinctive  efforts  for  young  men  when  the  general  work  has  been  so 
successful?  But  those  who  ask  this  question  forget  the  steps  which  they 
themselves  have  trod.  We  cannot  expect  others  to  attain  with  one  leap  the 
position  which  we  have  reached  by  many  steps.  Young  men  have  their 
peculiarities,  and  these  must  be  considered.  If  they  are  to  be  reached  it  must 
be  as  young  men.  Within  the  last  ten  years  the  number  of  secret  societies 
and  clubs  of  various  kinds  has  largely  increased.  What  does  this  mean  ? 
Simply  this,  that  the  young  men  of  our  country,  as  a  class,  are  inclined  to 
come  together  to  spend  their  time  after  the  day’s  work  is  over.  I  care  not 
how  hard  he  may  be  worked  through  the  day,  every  active  young  man  has  a 
certain  amount  of  surplus  energy  which  he  will  spend  somewhere.  Observation 
has  shown  that,  as  a  rule,  young  men  prefer  to  spend  it  together.  Hence,  it  is 
highly  important  that  this  energy  be  enlisted  in  Christian  work,  and  that  we 
do  not  despise  the  matured  inclination  to  unite  for  this  purpose. 

“There  is  still  another  reason  why  definite  work  for  young  men  is  so 
important.  It  is  in  order  that  the  true  dignity  of  Christian  manhood  may 
appear.  In  almost  every  church  it  is  the  case  that  two-thirds  or  three-fourths 
of  the  members  are  females.  This  state  of  affairs  has  continued  for  so  long  a 
time  that  many  regard  the  church  as  suited  to  women  and  children,  but  as 
beneath  the  dignity  of  an  active  business  man.  This  utterly  false  and  absurb 
idea  can  be  corrected  only  by  showing  the  world  that  the  most  fully  developed 
man  is  the  Christian.  Our  young  men  must  throw  their  energies  into  the 
work  and  be  whole  Christians  or  they  cannot  secure  the  respect  of  the  world. 
In  all  our  churches  there  are  some  of  these  manly  Christians,  but  they  need 
to  unite  and  engage  in  some  definite  work  for  their  unconverted  companions 
or  they  cannot  create  a  sentiment  in  favor  of  active  Christianity  among  young 
men.  Our  smaller  towns  suffer  more  through  a  lack  of  this  Christian  senti¬ 
ment  than  do  the  large  cities.  A  dozen  fast  young  men  give  a  tone  to  the 
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whole  community  and  make  it  the  ambition  of  the  growing  boys  to  imitate 
their  vices.  A  dozen  earnest  Christian  young  men  can  exert  far  more  influ¬ 
ence,  and  that  for  good,  and  they  can  make  it  the  ambition  of  the  growing 
boys  to  be  active  Christians.  We  need  more  Christian  men,  not  those  who 
are  self-satisfied  and  self-confident,  but  those  who,  feeling  that  of  themselves 
they  can  do  nothing,  resolve  that  they  will  go  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord 
God.  To  develop  this  character,  it  is  important  that  special  efforts  be  made 
among  young  men. 

“  To  cull  from  the  many  plans  for  this  kind  of  work,  and  to  present  only 
those  which  are  the  best,  is  no  easy  matter.  That  which  is  best  in  one  place 
may  not  be  the  best  in  another.  In  this  matter  our  judgment  must  be  left  to 
decide  in  regard  to  each  particular  case.  There  are,  however,  some  general 
principles  which  are  applicable  to  all  cases.  Some  of  these  I  shall  endeavor 
to  present. 

“  One  of  the  best  methods  of  definite  work  for  young  men  is  to  begin  with 
the  boys.  You  cannot  take  hold  of  them  too  'early.  Entertainments  may  be 
.provided  for  them  which  will  draw  them  away  from  evil  influences  and  make 
them  feel  at  home  in  our  rooms.  But  we  ought  not  to  stop  here.  Boys’ 
prayer-meetings,  if  conducted  with  life  and  tact,  will  be  attractive ;  and  it 
is  not  so  difficult  as  many  suppose  to  get  the  boys  to  take  part.  To  conduct 
these  meetings  successfully,  it  is  only  necessary  that  those  in  charge  remember 
their  feelings  while  passing  through  that  uncertain  period  which  separates 
boyhood  from  manhood,  and  that  they  have  respect  for  those  feelings.  When 
the  proper  efforts  are  used,  boys  are  easily  led  to  the  Saviour,  and  boys  soon 
become  young  men. 

“Another  method,  and  one  that  is  certain  to  be  successful  if  made  in  faith, 
is  hand-to-hand  work.  If  each  Christian  young  man  would  single  out  an 
unconverted  friend  and  make  him  the  subject  of  his  prayers  and  his  efforts, 
many  more  would  be  led  to  the  Saviour.  Let  your  definite  work  for  young 
men  resolve  itself  into  definite  work  for  a  young  man.  Let  him  see  that  you 
are  in  earnest  in  seeking  for  his  conversion  and  you  will  have  done  much  to 
secure  your  end.  It  is  the  fault  of  many  that  while  they  may  be  able  to  speak 
earnestly  for  Christ  to  a  large  number  they  are  unable  to  labor  with  indi¬ 
viduals.  But  it  is  this  personal  work  that  tells.  Moreover,  it  is  the  kind  of 
work  which  it  is  suitable  for  the  young  convert  to  begin  at  once.  He  who  is 
led  to  Christ  by  personal  effort  is  likely  to  make  personal  effort  for  others  ; 
and  those  who  begin  a  Christian  life  in  this  way  begin  at  the  right  end,  and 
are  in  a  fair  way  to  grow  in  usefulness. 

“Meetings for  young  men  not  always  announced  as  such,  but  carried  on  in 
a  way  that  will  be  attractive  to  them,  ought  to  be  held  at  times  when  they  can 
attend.  Consider  well  the  best  time.  In  many  places  it  is  on  Sabbath  after¬ 
noon,  and  in  others  it  is  on  Saturday  evening.  The  time  must  be  adapted  to 
the  peculiarities  of  the  place.  Whenever  you  can  get  hold  of  the  most  young 
men  hold  your  meeting.  Union  meetings  for  young  men,  held  once  in  three 
or  four  months,  have  accomplished  much  in  some  places.  These  meetings 
ought  not  to  be  confined  exclusively  to  young  men,  but  to  be  carried  on  by 
them  in  an  attractive  manner. 

“Open-air  services  and  neighborhood  prayer-meetings  have  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  doing  much  to  secure  the  conversion  of  the  youth.  These  ought  to 
be  carried  on  vigorously.  However,  as  they  belong  to  general  evangelistic 
efforts  rather  than  to  definite  work  for  young  men,  I  shall  not  urge  them  fur¬ 
ther  in  this  paper. 

“In  working  for  young  men  it  is  highly  important  that  we  bear  in  mind 
that  to  be  successful  it  is  necessary  to  give  them  some  work  to  do.  And  this 
accords  with  the  principles  which  I  have  endeavored  to  make  prominent, 
namely,  that  to  secure  the  conversion  of  young  men  we  must  dignify  the 
Christian  life,  and  we  must  also  provide  some  active  employment  for  their 
surplus  energies.  If  these  two  principles  are  kept  constantly  in  view,  it  will 
not  be  difficult  to  find  methods  for  definite  work  for  young  men.” 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  F.  Luty,  East  Liberty;  W. 
R.  Davenport,  Erie;  A.  L.  Kaub,  Philadelphia;  J.  E.  Cassell, 


Mount  Joy  ;  D.  M.  Good,  Waynesboro;  S.  M.  McCurdy,  Butler; 
W.  T.  Powell,  East  Liberty;  W.  G.  Stewart,  Bakerstown;  S. 

S.  Brown,  Williamsport;  M.  N.  Cornelius,  J.  A.  Rondthaler, 
Lebanon,  each  presenting  methods  for  reaching  young  men,  and 
all  agreeing  upon  its  vast  importance,  and  that  as  Associations, 
whatever  other  branches  of  Christian  work  we  may  perform,  we 
should  keep  prominently  before  us  the  special  work  for  young 
men. 

“  I  gave  my  life  for  thee  ” 

was  sung.  H.  K.  Porter  led  in  prayer.  The  next  subject  was 
the  “Evangelistic  Bible  Class,”  which  was  opened  by  James 
McCormick,  .Jr.,  of  Harrisburg.  Jt  is  regretted  that  no  report 
of  his  address  can  be  given,  as  he  has  been  greatly  blessed  in’ 
conducting  such  a  Bible  class,  which  has  been  instrumental  in 
reaching  many  of  the  impenitent,  and  which  is  well  sustained 
and  largely  attended.  Further  remarks  were  made  upon  the 
subject  by  G.  W.  Sherwin,  of  Erie;  E.  Johnston,  of  East  Liberty ; 
Rev.  J.T.  Fredericks,  of  Burgettstown ;  H.  H.  Chapin,  Scranton; 
Rev.  D.  M.  Miller,  Johnstown;  S.  A.  Taggart  and  others,  and 
the  prominent  idea  appeared  to  be  that  we  should  introduce  Bible 
study  more  largely  into  our  Associations,  and  in  this  Avay  try  to 
bring  the  unconverted  under  the  influence  of  divine  truth,  as  well 
as  through  prayer-meetings  and  other  exercises.  It  was  shown 
that  one  of  the  most  profitable  features  of  the  work  of  those 
Associations  that  do  it  is  the  study  of  the  Bible,  and  in  many 
instances  men  have  been  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ 
through  such  means. 

The  next  subject  was  “Associations  in  Colleges  and  Educa¬ 
tional  Institutions,”  which  was  discussed  by  Prof.  A.  F.  Brown, 
Lewistown;  H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburg;  S.  W.  McCurdy,  Butler; 
Rev.  W.  T.  Wylie,  Bellefonte;  Morrow,  Taylorstown;  Rev.  W. 
M.  Frysinger,  Lewistown;  C.  L.  Stevens,  Lafayette  College; 

T.  F.  Wells,  Hyde  Park.  The  discussion  of  this  subject  brought 
out  the  fact  that  our  Associations  can  be  very  successfully  con¬ 
ducted  in  colleges  and  normal  schools,  some  of  the  most  flourishing 
ones  being  found  in  such  institutions.  The  dangers  and  tempta¬ 
tions  of  student-life;  the  need  of  combined  and  helpful  Christian 
influence.  The  attendance  at  such  institutions  is  made  up  usually 
of  students  representing  all  denominations,  and  the  fitness  of  the 
Association  to  unite  them  upon  an  undenominational  basis  was 
fully  demonstrated.  Very  encouraging  reports  were  given  of 
this  work  in  a  number  of  such  institutions.  The  Convention, 
after  hearing  reports  from  the  Business  and  Devotional 
Committees,  adjourned,  by  singing,  and  the  pronouncing  of 
benediction  by  Rev.  W.  II.  Lilly,  Bellefonte. 

At  half-past  six  o’clock  three  open-air  meetings,  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  were  conducted  by  H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburg; 
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D.  E.  Small,  York;  H.  H.  Chapin,  Scranton;  assisted  by  others. 
They  were  very  largely  attended,  and  by  some  who  scarcely  ever 
hear  the  Gospel.  In  a  number  of  instances  there  were  special 
requests  for  prayer,  and  some  announced  their  desire  to  become 
Christians. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Rev.  T.  D.  Logan  led  a  prayer-meeting,  commencing  at  seven 
o’clock;  a  large  number  participated  in  the  exercises,  and  at 
half-past  seven  o’clock  the  regular  exercises  of  the  Convention 
were  opened  with  singing,  the  reading  of  the  98th  Psalm  by  Rev. 
M.  N.  Cornelius,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  R.  F.  Maclean.  The  subject 
of  the  evening  was  the  answer  to  the  following  question : — “  What 
encouragements  have  you  received  during  the  past  year?”  Rev. 
Mr.  Rondthaler,  of  Lebanon,  made  the  opening  speech,  which 
was  most  happy  in  preparing  the  way  to  cheering  responses  from 
the  delegates.  .He  spoke  of  the  blessings  they  had  received  in 
their  work  at  Lebanon,  and  how  they  had  been  cheered  by  the 
grace  of  God  in  their  midst.  There  is  not  a  single  Association 
represented  here  to-night  that  has  not  received  some  encourage¬ 
ment.  Even  if  you  have  not  been  able  to  influence  but  a  single 
soul,  it  is  a  glorious  record  for  you.  Let  us  then  to-night  have 
nothing  but  encouraging  news.  If  you  have  had  but  a  single 
gleam  of  favor  from  God,  you  have  had  much  for  which  to 
glorify  Him.  Let  us  then  have  the  bright  side  of  your 
experiences,  and  let  not  a  cloud  of  disappointment  overshadow 
this  grand  meeting;  so  that  when  we  come  to  the  special  service 
of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  our  hearts  may  be  full  of  love  to  the 
giver  of  all  these  precious  encouragements.  In  rapid  succession 
came  responses  from  D.  E.  Small,  of  York ;  S.  L.  Fullwood,  East 
Liberty;  N.  F.  Brown,  Lewistown;  J.  L.  Strong,  Mifflinburg; 

O.  R.  Stockwell,  Erie;  John  Hill,  Blairsville;  C.  H.  Zehnder, 
Danville;  Rev.  W.  M.  Frysinger,  Lewistown;  D.  M.  Good, 
Waynesboro;  H.  H.  Chapin,  Scranton;  R.  A.  Orr,  Pittsburg; 
T.  F.  Wells,  Hyde  Park  ;  Smith  Agnew,  Pittsburg;  J.  E.  Cassell, 
Mount  Joy;  Henry  Latimer,  Shrewsbury;  A.  L.  Kaub  and  L. 

P.  Rowland,  Philadelphia;  William  Adamson,  Germantown. 
The  closing  one  being  Mr.  Davenport’s,  of  Erie,  which  was  a  verv 
tit  one  with  which  to  wind  up  the  succession  of  good  news  coming 
from  al  1  parts  of  the  State.  Each  had  some  special  encouragements 
to  relate,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  these  reports,  the  audience 
appeared  to  be  in  the  frame  to  enter  with  the  deepest  interest 
upon  the  service  of  special  praise  and  thanksgiving,  which  was 
conducted  by  S.  A.  Taggart.  For  more  than  half  an  hour 
prayers  of  thanksgiving,  hymns  of  praise,  passages  of  Scripture 
ascribing  praise,  and  showing  the  wonderful  grace  and  power  of 
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God,  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession.  An  earnest  appeal 
was  made  to  the  unconverted,  to  let  this  praise-meeting  be  a  cause 
of  rejoicing  to  them  and  to  the  angels  in  Heaven,  by  their 
acceptance  of  Christ  to-night,  and  an  opportunity  was  given  for 
any  who  desired  to  make  known  their  desire  to  do  so,  to  rise  to 
their  feet,  and  while  there  were  no  responses,  the  profound 
stillness  of  the  large  audience  showed  the  presence  of  a  power 
mightier  than  man’s  work,  and  thus  closed  a  meeting  of  peculiar 
impressiveness. 


SAT  [T RD  AY  MX  )RNING. 

The  prayer-meeting,  commencing  at  nine  o’clock,  was  led  by 
A.  L.  Ivaub,  of  Philadelphia,  and  at  a  quarter  before  ten  o’clock 
the  President  called  the  Convention  to  order.  Then  followed 
devotional  exercises, after  which  the  first  subject  was  “Our  State 
work  for  the  future,”  opened  by  W.  R.  Davenport,  of  Erie. 
He  spoke  of  our  success;  but  said  that  we  must  aim  at  more 
thorough  organization,  as  it  was  the  secret  of  the  power  of 
political  parties,  so  in  a  certain  sense,  under  God,  it  was  ours. 
He  advocated  the  forming  of  district  organizations  and  county 
organizations,  wherever  there  were  enough  associations  to  come 
together,  and  also  the  appointment  of  a  corresponding  member 
for  each  county,  as  fast  as  the  proper  man  could  be  secured, 
whose  duty  it  would  be  to  find  out  in  his  county  the  best  fields 
to  hold  meetings,  form  organizations,  &c.,  and  thus  keep  the 
State  Executive  Committee  better  informed  where  to  do  the 
work  most  effectively.  He  also  impressed  it  upon  individual 
associations,  to  do  all  within  their  power  to  further  this  work 
by  hearty  support  of  the  State  Committee,  and  by  visiting  and 
holding  meetings  in  these  places  themselves.  He  said  we  now 
have  by  far  the  largest  number  of  organizations  of  any  State 
in  the  Union;  but  this  calls  for  our  greater  zeal  and  consecra¬ 
tion,  for  we  must  either  advance  or  we  will  certainly  in  a  little 
time  recede.  Further  remarks,  emphasizing  the  address  of  Mr. 
Davenport,  were  made  by  A.  Niccholls,  Bellefonte;  John  Birken- 
bine,  Philadelphia;  N.  F.  Brown,  John  Hill,  A.  L.  Kaub,  and 
S.  A.  Taggart.  If.  K.  Porter  was  then  invited  to  address  the 
Convention  upon  the  work  of  the  International  Executive 
Committee.  In  very  earnest  words  he  pressed  upon  the  delegates 
the  claims  this  work  had  upon  the  prayers  and  material  support 
of  the  Associations  of  this  State.  He  spoke  of  the  pressing  need 
of  men  and  money,  by  which  the  committee  could  enter  the 
fields  opening  up  to  them  on  all  sides,  and  especially  in  the 
Southern  and  Western  States,  and  among  the  railway  men  and 
Germans. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Rondfchaler,  of  Lebanon,  being  called  upon,  offered 
a  very  fervent  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God  to  rest  upon  the 
work  of  the  committee  over  this  continent,  and  that  He  would 
bring  to  their  help  the  men  and  means  to  prosecute  it  by  drawing 
to  them  the  sympathy  of  all  the  Associations  in  the  land. 

‘‘  I  need  thee  every  hour” 

was  sung. 

R.  A.  Orr,  of  Pittsburg,  next  addressed  the  Convention  upon 
the  subject  of  “How  can  we  vary  the  spiritual  meetings  of 
our  Associations  most  profitably,”  as  follows : — 

“  In  order  to  attract  persons  to  our  religious  meetings,  they  must  be  made 
interesting.  In  order,  also,  to  make  them  profitable,  they  must  be  interesting. 
One  of  the  best  means  of  making  our  meetings  interesting  is  to  give  variety 
to  them.  Meetings  of  any  sort  conducted  in  the  very  same  way  all  the  time 
become  very  dull,  uninteresting,  and  consequently  unprofitable.  Meetings  of 
Christians  for  prayer,  praise,  &c.  are  no  exceptions  to  this  rule. 

■‘  How  then  can  we  with  profit  give  variety  to  our  meetings? 

“  In  every  Association  meeting  there  are  three  distinct  parties  who  have  a 
direct  influence  upon  the  meeting,  and  each  one  of  them  has  a  part  to  do  in 
this  matter.  They  are— 

“  1.  The  committee  having  charge  of  the  meeting. 

“  2.  The  leader  of  the  meeting. 

“3.  The  persons  attending  the  meeting. 

“  First. — What  can  the  committee  do  to  secure  variety  ? 

“  It  can  help — first,  in  the  selection  of  subjects. 

“The  committee  should  always  select  the  subject,  sometimes  in  consultation 
with  the  person  selected  to  lead  ;  but  they  should  always  have  a  subject  accept¬ 
able  to  them.  Far  more  attention  should  be  given  to  this  portion  of  the  work 
than  is  generally  done.  Choose  subjects  that  will  develop  thought  and  give 
an  opportunity  for  remarks, — subjects  that  are  practical  and  helpful  in  the 
Christian  life.  Give  variety  here.  Don’t  run  the  subjects  all  in  the  same 
channel.  If  you  have  ‘Faith’  for  the  subject  to-day,  take  ‘Love’  for  to¬ 
morrow.  If  you  have  ‘Joy’ for  the  subject  this  week,  take  ‘Peace’  for  next 
week.  Take  for  one  meeting  one  of  the  miracles  of  Christ,  then  a  lesson  from 
the  Old  Testament,  then  something  from  Christ’s  teachings,  then  something 
from  the  Epistles,  then  a  parable;  always  endeavoring  to  change  the  line  of 
thought  so  that  the  persons  attending  may  derive  new  ideas  from  the  Word  of 
God,  and  so  that  those  taking  part  may  have  a  better  opportunity  of  doing  so 
without  the  necessity  of  repeating  themselves. 

“  Then,  secondly,  always  announce  the  subject  beforehand,  to  give  the  brethren 
an  opportunity  to  think  about  it.  At  our  noon  meeting  we  have  the  lesson  for 
the  day  of  the  meeting  and  for  the  next  day  upon  a  blackboard  so  that  all 
present  can  see  it.  If  you  have  a  weekly  meeting,  announce  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting  the  subject  for  the  next  meeting. 

“Thirdly. —  The  committee  can  give  variety  in  the  style  of  meetings.  Change 
here  tends  to  draw  out  persons  desiring  to  take  part.  Something  in  the  way 
the  meeting  is  conducted  may  so  stimulate  them  that  they  will  overcome  their 
fears  and  speak  or  pray.  Some  of  the  different  kinds  of  meetings  that  have 
been  tried  and  found  interesting  and  profitable  are — 

“1.  Praise  and  Promise  3Ieetings.  When  passages  from  the  Word  of  God 
are  repeated,  interspersed  with  prayer,  remarks,  and  singing. 

“2.  Testimony  Meetings.  An  opportunity  is  here  given  for  testimony  in  re¬ 
ference  to  personal  experience  in  the  Christian  life. 

“  3.  Meetings  for  experience  on  the  Text.  Let  each  one  tell  in  what  manner 
any  special  verse  or  verses  in  the  Word  of  God  has  been  of  use  or  comfort  to 
him  in  any  way  in  his  life,  or  how  he  has  used  any  of  them  for  the  benefit 
of  any  one  else.  This  can  be  confined  to  some  special  subject,  such  as 
experience  in  carrying  out  the  direct  commands  of  Jesus.  The  difficulties 
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found,  or  the  blessings  experienced  in  so  doing,  or  experience  as  to  the  use  of 
the  Word  in  individual  work  with  the  unconverted. 

“4.  A  Bible  Reading.  If  there  is  in  the  Association  any  one  who  is  com¬ 
petent  to  do  so,  have  the  whole  time  of  the  meeting  given  occasionally  for  a 
Bible  reading.  But,  more  frequently,  have  a  portion  of  the  time  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  given  for  such  an  exercise,  the  remainder  of  the  meeting  to  he  voluntary. 
Select  some  subject  that  when  the  texts  bearing  upon  it  have  been  carefully 
arranged  in  order,  will  explain  itself  with  but  very  few  remarks  from  the 
leader.  Such  subjects  as  the  I  am’s,'  the  ‘I  Will’s,’  or  the  ‘Whosoever’ s’  of 
the  New  Testament.  At  one  of  our  meetings  we  had  for  the  topic  ‘  What  a 
Christian  should  be,’  taking  the  commands  or  admonitions  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  commencing  with  the  word  ‘be.’  This  was  divided  into  the  following 
different  heads: — ‘  W’hat  he  should  be  in  reference  to  all  men,’  ‘In  reference 
to  those  who  are  not  Christians,’  ‘  In  reference  to  Christians,’  ‘  In  reference  to 
temporal  matter,’  ‘In  reference  to  trials,’  ‘In  reference  to  temptations,’  ‘In 
reference  to  Christian  work,’  ‘In  reference  to  holy  life,’  ‘  In  reference  to  the 
future.’  The  mere  reading  of  the  text  under  these  different  heads  was  suffi¬ 
cient  to  make  a  profitable  meeting  with  scarcely  a  comment.  The  exercise 
occupied  about  fifteen  minutes. 

“  5.  A  Service  of  Song.  As  the  title  of  the  meeting  indicates,  it  is  intended 
that  singing  should  be  a  prominent  feature  in  this  meeting.  Such  a  meeting, 
held  occasionally,  will  prove  very  attractive.  But  we  must  carefully  avoid 
making  it  merely  a  meeting  for  singing.  Two  or  three  prayers  at  proper 
intervals  during  the  meeting,  and  if  time,  a  few  short,  pointed  remarks  by 
persons  selected  beforehand,  will  make  the  meeting  more  profitable.  In  pre¬ 
paring  for  this  service,  arrange  it  carefully  and  prayerfully  beforehand,  having 
a  connected  line  of  thought  running  through  the  whole  meeting,  so  that  a 
definite  impression  may  be  made.  To  illustrate :  At  a  service  of  this  kind 
within  a  few  days  the  plan  of  the  meeting  was :  Salvation  offered,  salvation 
accepted,  and  praise  for  this  salvation.  The  hymns  and  Gospel  songs  selected 
being  arranged  in  order  under  these  different  divisions,  with  a  verse  or  two  of 
Scripture  preceding  each  hymn,  expressive  of  the  thought  contained  in  the 
hymn.  The  impression  made  on  the  minds  of  those  present  was  not  so  much 
the  singing  as  the  ‘  Salvation’  they  had  been  singing  of. 

“Such  meetings,  if  arranged  with  prayer  and  carried  out  with  earnestness, 
will  prove  very  solemn  and  much  good  may  be  done. 

“6.  A  Minute  Meeting.  Take  some  subject  for  the  meeting  which  will  be 
likely  to  draw  out  all  present,  and  after  the  meeting  is  made  voluntary, 
confine  remarks  or  prayer  from  each  one  to  the  space  of  one  minute.  This 
makes  what  we  call  ‘a  live  meeting,’  and  also  teaches  the  persons  accustomed 
to  take  part  to  say  in  a  few  words  what  they  have  to  say;  while  it  encourages 
those  who  want  to  say  something,  and  yet  feel  that  what  they  have  to  say  is 
so  little  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  speak.  Any  one,  they  think,  can  occupy 
a  minute. 

“All  the  meetings  I  have  mentioned  can  be  carried  on  in  almost  every  one 
of  our  Associations  if  earnest,  prayerful  work  is  given  to  the  matter. 

“  We  now  come  to  the  next  point. 

“What  can  the  leader  of  the  meeting  do  in  order  to  give  variety  to  the 
meetings  ? 

“1.  Vary  the  opening  and  closing  exercises  of  the  meeting.  Don’t  have  a 
stereotyped  form.  The  thing  I  dislike  about  regular  church  services  is  that 
I  always  know  what  comes  next  in  the  exercises.  Rev.  R.  W.  Dale,  of 
Birmingham,  England,  in  an  interesting  article  reviewing  Mr.  Moody’s  work 
in  that  place,  in  speaking  of  the  things  that  made  his  meetings  interesting, 
says: — ‘It  was  not  only  the  singing  which  made  the  services  interesting,  there 
was  great  animation  and  variety  in  them.’  What  would  be  the  order  of  the 
service  no  one  knew,  and  I  expect  Mr.  Moody  did  not  know  beforehand. 
After  the  first  hymn  somebody  generally  offered  a  short  prayer;  if  it  was  clear 
that  the  heart  of  the  audience  went  with  the  prayer,  he  would  then  read  a 
chapter  and  make  a  few  remarks  upon  it  as  he  read;  if  not,  he  would  ask  Mr. 
Sankey  to  sing  a  solo  or  a  solo  with  a  chorus,  in  which  the  people  joined,  or 
else  one  of  his  most  popular  hymns.  Sometimes  the  sermon  was  followed  by 
a  solo  from  Mr.  Sankey;  sometimes  by  a  hymn,  in  which  all  united;  some- 
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times  by  a  prayer.  Everything  was  determined  by  what  was  felt  to  be  the 
actual  word  of  the  moment. 

“I  have  no  doubt  that  many  of  us  could,  with  profit,  take  lessons  from  Mr. 
Moody  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  things. 

“2.  Use  the  blackboard.  I  don’t  mean  use  it  for  drawing  pictures,  &c.  Put 
on  it  occasionally  some  of  the  prominent  points  of  the  lesson  or  the  division 
of  the  lesson,  if  you  have  a  Bible  reading,  or  the  programme  of  the  meeting, 
if  you  have  a  ‘service  of  song.’  With  your  thoughts  wide-awake,  it  can  be 
made  useful  in  many  ways.  Blackboards  are  not  intended  for  children  only. 

“The  next  point  is:— What  can  the  person  attending  the  meeting  do  in 
order  to  secure  variety  ? 

“  1.  Talk  to  the  point. 

“  2.  Pray  to  the  point. 

“  3.  Bing  to  the  point. 

“  If  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  subject  in  the  prayer,  remarks,  and  songs  in 
every  meeting,  why  every  meeting  we  hold  will  be  different,  because  the 
subject  is  a  different  one.  Persons  that  talk  away  from  the  subject  are  apt  to 
talk  every  time  about  the  same  thing,  and  if  there  is  anything  monotonous  in 
a  meeting  it  is  the  same  thing  every  time  a  person  gets  up  to  speak.  I  know 
a  gentleman  (he  doesn’t  live  in  Pennsylvania)  who  talks  in  every  meeting 
that  I  have  heard  him  on  one  subject,  ‘The  Old  Nature  and  the  New.’  It  is 
a  good  thing  to  think  about,  and  the  first  time  I  heard  him  I  liked  what  he 
said,  but  having  heard  him  speak  on  that  every  time  I  ever  heard  him  in  a 
meeting,  no  difference  what  the  subject  was,  I  don’t  find  his  remarks  very 
profitable.  Always  sticking  to  the  subject  will  always  vary  the  meetings 
profitably. 

“1  don’t  know  that  I  have  said  anything  new  in  this  paper.  It  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  say  new  things.  It  may  be  of  benefit,  however,  for  us  to  think  over 
what  has  been  suggested,  and  though  we  may  have  tried  some  of  them  and 
failed,  yet  thinking  about  them  may  suggest  to  us  how  to  succeed  where  we 
have  failed. 

“  In  conclusion,  brethren,  whatever  variety  we  may  have  in  the  manner  of 
conducting  our  meetings,  let  us  never  forget  to  keep  always  before  us  these 
three  objects  and  never  vary  from  them,  viz.: — 

“  1.  The  worship  of  God. 

“2.  Our  own  spiritual  profit. 

“3.  And  the  awakening  and  conversion  of  sinners. 

“Never  introduce  anything  that  will  in  any  way  interfere  with  any  of  these 
objects.  Never  lower  the  spiritual  tone  of  the  meeting  for  the  sake  of  some¬ 
thing  new.  Never  get  away  from  that  which  strengthens  us — the  Word  of 
God.  Make  everything  bend  to  honor  and  magnify  that.  Never  do  anything 
that  will  make  unconverted  persons  think  more  of  the  measures  adopted  than 
the  end  desired. 

“  Let  us  also  remember  this,  that  while  we  should  use  all  lawful  means  for 
the  purpose  of  attracting  persons  to  our  meetings,  and  succeed  in  acomplishing 
our  purposes,  yet  the  Holy  Ghost  alone  can  produce  lasting  impressions,  and 
we  must  pray  for  and  expect  his  power  if  any  good  is  to  be  done.  ‘  Without 
him  we  can  do  nothing.’  ” 

The  subject  was  continued  by  Rev.  J.  W.  White,  Milroy;  F. 
Hall,  East  Liberty;  Rev.  D.  M.  Miller,  Johnstown;  J.  H.  Seal, 
Philadelphia;  H.  P.  Sleeper,  Blairsville;  Rev.  Mr.  Chichester, 
Altoona;  H.  H.  Negley,  E.  Johnston,  East  Liberty,  and  others. 
After  announcing  the  further  order  of  exercises,  the  Convention 
adjourned,  and  was  dismissed  with  the  benediction. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  prayer-meeting  was  led  by  O.  R.  Stockwell,  of  Erie,  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour. 
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In  the  opening  exercises  of  the  Convention,  Rev.  S.  M.  Mooi’e, 
of  Tyrone,  led  in  prayer.  The  minutes  of  the  morning  session 
were  read  and  adopted. 

The  subject,  “Evangelistic  work  at  home  and  in  adjacent 
places,”  was  opened  by  T.  Iv.  Cree,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  He 
dwelt  at  length  upon  the  great  importance  of  this  work.  Not 
only  should  Associations  prosecute  it  at  home,  but  visit  neighbor¬ 
ing  places  wherever  the  way  was  open,  and  not  only  would  they 
be  the  means  of  doing  good  there,  but  would  bring  to  themselves 
and  their  own  field  of  labor  a  blessing.  He  cited  numbers  of 
instances  where  this  work  had  been  done,  and  in  some  of  them 
extensive  revivals  had  followed.  This  subject  was  dwelt  upon 
in  its  various  phases  by  G.  W.  Henderson,  East  Liberty;  A.  J. 
McCreary,  Fairview;  Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart,  and  others. 

Lang  Sheatf,  Secretary  of  the  International  Committee  for 
Railway  Work,  was  then  introduced  to  the  Convention,  and 
responded  with  appropriate  remarks. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Executive  Committee’s  Report 
was  presented  by  O.  R.  Stockwell. 

The  Committee  upon  the  Report  of  the  State  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  respectfully  submit  the  following: — 

1.  We  accept  with  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God  the  report 
of  the  Executive  Committee  and  State  Secretary,  and  as  an 
appreciation  of  their  services  and  zeal,  would  commend  them  for 
their  labor  of  love.  We  would  also  recognize  the  responsibility 
which  rests  upon  us,  as  individual  workers  in  Christ’s  cause,  and 
in  so  doing,  would  pledge  ourselves,  time,  and  talent  to  aid  them 
in  the  work  of  the  coming  year. 

2.  The  success  of  the  evangelistic  meetings  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  blessing  which  has  followed  these,  clearly  proves 
them  to  be  an  instrument  of  power  in  the  hands  of  God,  and  we 
heartily  recommend  a  continuance  of  these  meetings,  and  that 
increased  funds  be  provided  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
those  whose  services  the  State  Secretary  may  especially  desire  to 
secure,  and  who  are  unable  to  defray  their  own  expenses,  and 
we  earnestly  request  all  Associations  to  send  delegates  to  these 
conferences. 

3.  We  urge  upon  all  Associations  the  importance  of  delegation 
work,  and,  Avhenever  and  wherever  this  work  presents  itself,  do 
it!  Blessings  will  surely  rest  upon  those  thus  seeking  to  bless 
others. 

4.  The  county  organizations  which  have  been  formed  in 
Washington  and  Adams  counties  meet  with  approval  from  us; 
and  we  consider  this  an  advance  in  our  work ;  and  we  recommend, 
that  whenever  the  committee  can  secure  suitable  men  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  corresponding  members  in  each  county,  that 
such  persons  be  appointed. 
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5.  We  hail  with  gratitude  the  large  number  of  new  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  we  trust  the  older  Associations  will  extend  to  these 
brethren  Christian  counsel,  sympathy,  and  support. 

6.  We  are  glad  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  organize  Associ¬ 
ations  in  colleges  and  normal  schools  where  no  such  organization 
exists;  and  we  trust  that  our  brethren  who  are  already  connected 
with  these  institutions  of  learning  will  visit  other  places  and 
interest  the  young  men  in  this  distinctive  work. 

7.  The  personal  visits  of  the  State  Secretary  we  heartily 
endorse,  and  we  hope  that  during  the  coming  year  his  plans  may 
be  such  that  these  will  be  continued. 

8.  The  railway  work  is  one  which  demands  our  earnest  atten¬ 
tion.  AVe  have  thousands  of  men  traveling  over  the  roads  each 
day  who,  if  brought  into  the  service  of  Christ,  would  become 
powerful  for  good.  In  view  of  this  fact,  we  would  recommend 
that  every  Association  located  in  a  railroad  centre  should  make 
this  one  of  the  special  features  of  their  work. 

9.  AVe  are  gratified  to  learn  that  our  finances  are  in  such  a 
good  condition,  and  yet,  while  we  have  done  well  in  the  past, 
and  been  blessed  abundantly,  we  ought  to  feel  that  in  the  future 
we  must  give  more  largely,  if  possible,  than  ever,  that  the  work 
may  be  prosecuted  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  before.  The 
economy  of  this  expenditure  has  been  commended  in  highest 
terms  by  some  of  the  best  business  men  of  the  State,  and  an 
investment  that  makes  such  large  returns  should  be  gladly  made. 

10.  Heartily  do  we  desire  to  give  Him  who  is  our  strength 
all  the  praise  for  the  reviving  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which 
has  been  plainly  manifest  throughout  the  State  during  the  year. 

“Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name 
be  glory.” 

11.  AVhile  we  feel  that  a  great  work  has  been  accomplished 
through  the  Associations,  we  would  not  lose  sight  that  the  motive- 
power  alone  comes  from  above.  “  Paul  may  plant,  and  Appolos 
may  water,  but  God  alone  gives  the  increase,”  and  in  looking 
forward  to  the  work  which  is  before  us,  may  we  realize  that  the 
sword  which  we  must  use  is  “The  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is 
the  AVord  of  God.” 

After  an  address  by  T.  K.  Cree,  for  the  need  of  sympathy  on 
the  part  of  Associations  with  the  Executive  Committee  in  its 
great  work,  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  presented,  as 
follows: — 

The  attention  of  the  Christian  community  has  been  recently  called  to  the 
desecration  of. the  Sabbath.  This  is  largely  on  the  increase,  and  in  many 
cases  it  seems  to  he  only  for  purposes  of  gain,  and  is  certainly  without 
the  excuse  of  necessity.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  assembled  in  convention,  desire  to  express  their  deep  regret  at 
this  fact,  and  enter  this  minute  on  record.  We  have  noticed  that  every  such 
infraction  of  the  law  of  the  Sabbath  enforces  labor  on  some  to  whom,  we 
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believe,  the  Sabbath-day  was  intended  to  bring  rest.  We  believe  that  every 
such  infraction  lowers  the  moral  tone  of  the  community,  and  above  all,  we 
believe  it  to  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  command  of  God.  It  is  therefore 
with  unfeigned  regret  that  we  have  seen,  not  only  individuals  becoming  careless 
as  to  the  Sabbath  observances,  but  large  and  influential  corporations,  such 
as  some  of  our  most  powerful  and  skillfully-managed  railroads,  lending  their 
influence  to  the  breaking  down  of  this  God-given  safeguard  to  the  best  interest 
of  your  Commonwealth.  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  our  duty,  as  the  representatives  of  over  one  hundred 
Christian  Associations  of  this  State,  to  utter  our  solemn  protest  against  all 
Sabbath  excursions  for  pleasure,  and  that  our  Executive  Committee  be 
requested  to  make  an  appeal  to  those  in  charge  of  our  coming  Centennial 
Exhibition  to  bring  all  the  influence  they  can  control  to  bear  upon  them  in 
order  that  the  said  exhibition  shall  be  clo-ed  on  the  Sabbath. 

Resolved,  That  we  acknowledge  Jehovah  as  the  ruler  of  nations,  and  that 
we,  as  a  nation,  should  follow  his  commands  rather  than  the  customs  of  men. 

The  attention  of  your  committee  has  been  called  to  the  importance  of  some 
plan  for  bringing  the  various  Associations  into  more  frequent  and  intimate 
correspondence  with  the  State  Executive  Committee,  and  they  offer  their  views 
in  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  the  Associations  throughout  the 
State  recommend  to  the  State  Executive  Committee  some  person  in  each  county 
whose  position  and  influence,  combined  with  personal  zeal  for  the  Master’s 
work,  have  fitted  him  for  the  office  of  corresponding  member. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Eighth  Annual  Convention  be  hereby 
tendered  to  the  citizens  of  Altoona  for  iheir  hospitality  in  welcoming  us  to 
their  homes;  to  the  pastors  of  the  churches  for  their  Christian  courtesy  and 
their  hearty  co-operation  in  uniting  with  us  in  the  furtherance  of  the  good 
work;  to  the  Association  of  this  place  for  its  very  judicious  arrangements  for 
the  convenience  of  the  Convention,  and  for  its  efforts  to  promote  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  the  delegates;  and  further,  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  and  other  railroad  companies  of  the  State,  for  their  courtesy  in 
furnishing  to  the  delegates  reduced  transportation  ;  to  the  editors  of  the  Evening 
Mirror  for  their  prompt  and  accurate  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Con¬ 
vention. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  unanimously  adopted.  The 
Business  Committee  reported  the  order  of  exercises  for  the 
evening.  On  motion  of  R.  G.  Orr,  the  time  and  place  for  holding 
the  next  annual  convention  was  referred  to  the  State  Executive 
Committee. 

The  Convention  closed  by  singing  “Halelujah,  thine  the 
glory,”  and  benediction  by  Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart,  Bakerstown. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

At  seven  o’clock,  T.  K.  Cree,  of  Washington,  conducted  an 
interesting  and  instructive  Bible  reading,  subject, — “The  Blood,” 
after  which  the  Convention  sang,  “Calling  now  for  thee,”  followed 
by  the  reading  of  Scripture  by  Rev.  Mr.  White,  of  Milroy,  and 
prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Chichester,  of  Altoona.  The  first  subject 
of  the  evening  was  “Association  work  among  railway  men,” 
opened  by  Lang  Sheaff,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  This  gentleman  is 
the  special  agent  of  the  International  Executive  Committee  to 
look  after  the  interest  of  such  work  among  railway  men  over 
the  country.  Altoona  being  a  city  largely  made  up  of  persons 
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connected  in  one  way  or  other  with  railway  interests,  it  did  not 
take  long  to  see  that  he  had  the  full  sympathy  of  the  large 
audience  present.  As  he  told  of  their  trials,  temptations,  and 
perils,  and  of  the  pressing  importance  of  their  becoming  followers 
of  Christ,  the  sympathetic  faces  and  tears  in  the  eyes  of  many 
told  that  it  was  no  fancy-sketch  he  was  drawing,  but  a  picture 
from  real  life,  and  to  which  they  could  bear  testimony.  He 
urged  that  there  was  no  class  more  susceptible  to  Christian 
influences,  if  approached  properly,  and  none  who  would  become 
more  earnest,  aggressive  workers  for  Christ,  when  once  enlisted 
in  his  service.  He  pressed  the  importance  of  forming  branch 
Associations  among  them,  and  the  holding  of  special  religious 
services  conducted  by  themselves.  He  was  followed  in  a  similar 
strain  by  J.  Birkenbine,  Lebanon,  and  O.  R.  Stockwell,  of 
Erie.  President  Jennings  then  stated  that  there  was  a  rail¬ 
way  man  in  the  audience  from  whom  he  would  like  to  hear, 
but  would  not  mention  his  name;  he  would  only  say  that  he 
was  the  depot  master  at  Pittsburg.  This  had  the  effect  of 
calling  out  Mr.  H.  M.  Butler,  who  stated  that  he  had  not 
expected  to  speak,  and  yet  being  called  upon  in  this  way  he 
could  not  refuse.  “I  do  not  profess  to  be  a  speaker,  but  I 
trust  I  have  a  heart  that  beats  in  sympathy  with  Christ,  and 
also  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  every  railway  man,  and  my 
desire  is  to  see  them  all  enlisted  in  His  blessed  cause.”  This 
testimony  was  given  with  such  sincerity  and  feeling  as  to 
impress  itself  upon  all  present. 

“All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus’  name” 

was  sung.  The  next  subject,  “  How  to  use  the  Bible,”  was  opened 
by  L.  P.  Rowland,  of  Philadelphia.  The  speaker  drew  from 
his  long  experience  as  a  Christian  worker.  He  illustrated  the 
fitness  of  the  Word  of  God  to  be  used  under  the  various  circum¬ 
stances  of  trial,  lack  of  wisdom,  lack  of  strength,  sorrow,  distress, 
and  personal  contact  with  the  impenitent,  in  which  he  paid  a  high 
tribute  to  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit.  Messrs.  Cree,  Orr,  Taggart, 
Seal,  Fullwood,  Strong,  of  Mifflinburg;  Rev.  Mr.  White  and 
G.  W.  Sherwin  followed;  each  showing  in  some  way  how  to  nse 
the  Word  effectively,  in  individual  experience,  as  Christian 
workers,  in  private  devotion,  in  the  prayer-meeting,  and  in  the 
inquiry-meeting.  After  this  discussion, 

“I  am  so  glad  that  our  Father  in  Heaven  ” 

was  sung.  S.  A.  Taggart  announced  a  telegram  from  the  New 
York  State  Convention,  now  in  session  in  Newburg,  to  the 
Convention  of  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  greeting:  “Read  1st  Thessalonians,  3d  chapter,  12th  and 
13th  verses.”  He  also  announced  the  greeting  of  this  Convention 


36 


to  New  York:  “Read  1st  John,  1st  chapter,  3d  and  4th  verses, 
and  3d  chapter,  16th  verse.”  The  Convention  then  adjourned 
by  singing  and  being  dismissed  with  the  benediction. 


SABBATH  SERVICES. 

In  the  morning,  at  nine  o’clock,  a  service  of  song,  conducted 
by  R.  G.  Orr,  was  held  in  the  First  Lutheran  Church.  A  large 
audience  assembled.  The  exercises  were  varied,  and  while  the 
greater  part  consisted  in  singing,  yet  the  hymns  all  bore  upon 
various  passages  of  Scripture,  upon  which  remarks  were  made  by 
J.  H  oward  Seal,  Philadelphia;  Charles  Shinkle,  Pittsburg;  and 
others,  in  a  forcible  and  earnest  manner.  The  singing  was  under 
the  lead  of  S.  L.  Full  wood  and  J.  F.  Robinson,  Pittsburg; 
assisted  by  a  band  of  singers  from  the  same  place,  who  seemed  to 
be  fully  imbued  with  the  Spirit,  and  who  rendered  very  efficient 
help  during  all  the  exercises  of  the  Convention.  The  service  was 
not  one  of  mere  entertainment.  A  deep  seriousness  soon  seemed 
to  pervade  the  audience,  and  at  its  close  a  number  arose  to  their 
feet,  signifying  their  desire  for  the  prayers  of  God’s  people,  either 
on  behalf  of  themselves  or  for  others. 

At  the  regular  hour  for  church  service,  instead  of  the  usual 
sermon  by  the  pastor,  in  most  of  the  churches  the  time  was 
occupied  in  listening  to  short  Gospel  addresses  from  the  delegates, 
both  ministerial  and  lay,  two  or  three  of  whom  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Devotional  Committee  to  each  church  for  such 
service.  Many  of  them  were  men  just  like  many  of  their  hearers, 
following  the  same  occupations  in  life;  but  their  honest  and 
earnest  testimonies  for  Christ  had  peculiar  weight,  and  their 
messages  were  gladly  received  by  many.  In  the  same  manner 
the  various  Sabbath-schools  of  the  city  were  visited  by  the 
delegates. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  four  o’clock,  a  special  meeting  for  young 
men  was  held  in  the  First  Lutheran  Church,  addressed  by  L.  P. 
Rowland  and  J.  Howard  Seal,  Philadelphia;  Rev.  John  Morrow, 
Taylorstown,  and  others.  The  previous  exercises  of  the  day 
seemed  only  to  be  preparing  the  Avay  for  a  meeting  of  very  great 
power.  The  meeting  throughout  was  attended  with  a  peculiar 
impressiveness  which  the  Spirit  of  God  alone  can  give.  Many 
witnesses  arose  to  testify  to  the  truths  that  had  been  spoken, 
many  requested  prayer  for  unconverted  friends,  and  others  arose 
in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  at  the  close  it  was  announced  that 
any  who  desired  to  remain  for  prayer  or  religious  inquiry  were 
invited  to  do  so. 

At  the  same  hour  an  open-air  meeting  for  railway  men  was 
addressed  by  Lang  Sheaffi,  W.  R.  Davenport,  and  others.  The 
meeting  was  large,  the  attention  very  deep.  Many  were  found 
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in  the  audience  who  seldom  hear  the  Gospel,  and  from  the  looks 
of  many  countenances,  chords  in  their  natures  seemed  to  have 
been  touched  that  had  been  lying  dormant.  Eternity  only  can 
reveal  the  fruit  of  the  meeting.  Since  the  Convention,  a 
special  meeting  for  railway  men  has  been  started  with  much 
encouragement.  The  open-air  meetings  held  duringevery  evening 
of  the  Convention  were  largely  attended  in  different  parts  of  the 
city.  Mr.  G  W.  Henderson,  of  East  Liberty,  and  others  of  the 
committee  having  them  in  charge,  deserve  praise  for  their 
management. 


FAREWELL  MEETINGS 

were  announced  to  be  held  in  the  Opera  House  (the  largest  hall 
in  the  city)  and  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church.  In  the 
former,  Rev.  Mr.  Codville,  of  Altoona,  read  the  133d  Psalm 
and  led  in  an  earnest  prayer,  after  which  W.  R.  Davenport, 
Erie;  R.  G.  Orr,  Pittsburg;  Rev.  John  Morrow,  Taylorstown; 
L.  P.  Rowland,  Philadelphia,  addressed  the  large  assemblage, 
expressing  thanks  to  the  people  of  Altoona  for  the  cordial 
welcome  extended  to  the  delegates,  not  on  account  of  themselves, 
but  on  account  of  the  cause  they  represented.  Appeals  were 
made  to  the  citizens  of  Altoona  not  to  let  the  fires  that  have 
already  been  kindled  go  out,  not  to  let  the  work  recede,  as  with 
great  interest  they  would  look  back  to  Altoona,  hoping  to  see  it 
revolutionized  for  Christ.  Personal  consecration  to  Christ  and 
His  service  was  impressed  upon  Christians  as  their  “reasonable 
service.”  Their  personal  responsibility  as  witnesses  for  Christ, 
each  laying  upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord  all  the  powers  he  had 
given  them  to  save  souls  and  build  up  his  kingdom,  and  the 
supreme  importance  of  Christians  being  united  in  this  work  was 
dwelt  upon  at  large.  In  very  solemn  and  impressive  words,  the 
impenitent  were  exhorted  to  turn  to  Christ  and  live. 

In  response,  Rev.  Messrs.  Gurus  and  Chichester,  in  heartfelt 
words,  expressed  thanks  for  the  presence  of  the  delegates  in  their 
city,  and  for  the  blessed  influence  they  had  brought  with  them. 
They  had  been  impressed  by  their  humility,  and  the  way  in 
which  they  had  honored  the  Word  of  God  in  all  their  meetings, 
and  they  felt  sure  that  a  great  blessing  would  be  left  behind 
them,  and  they  would  look  forward  with  deepest  interest  for  the 
fruit  of  these  blessed  days  of  work  for  Christ,  and  fellowship 
with  Him. 

President  Jennings  made  the  closing  address.  In  forcible 
words  he  urged  upon  the  Altoona  Association  and  the  Christian 
citizens  the  erection  or  securing  of  a  building  to  be  owned  and 
used  for  united  Christian  work,  and  to  be  a  permanent  habi¬ 
tation.  He  “commended  them  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  His 
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grace,  which  was  able  to  build  them  up,  and  give  them  an  inheri¬ 
tance  among  them  which  are  sanctified,”  in  which  at  length  he 
paid  high  tribute  to  the  Word  of  God,  stating  that  in  it  we 
found  fitness  for  everything  we  need  in  the  work  in  which  we 
are  engaged.  After  a  few  more  words  he  announced  the  Eighth 
Annual  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  State 
Executive  Committee. 

A  similar  meeting  was  held  in  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  addressed  by  Rev.  R.  F.  McClean,  Waynesboro; 
L.  P.  Rowland,  Philadelphia;  O.  R.  Stockwell,  Erie;  J.  Howard 
Seal,  Philadelphia;  Rev.  -T.  T.  Fredericks,  Burgettstown ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Swallow,  Altoona;  T.  K.  Cree,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart.  The  building  was  so  completely  filled  that 
the  large  audience  could  not  find  standing  room,  and  many  more 
outside  were  unable  to  get  in.  Finally  it  was  announced  that 
a  meeting  would  also  be  held  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  for  their  benefit,  where  in  a  short  time  a  large  congrega¬ 
tion  gathered,  and  was  addressed  by  Lang  Sheaff,  Cleveland; 
W.  R.  Davenport,  Erie;  J.  A.  McCune,  Pittsburg;  Rev.  M. 
N.  Cornelius,  Oakdale;  and  others. 

These  meetings  adjourned  in  time  to  give  the  delegates  an 
opportunity  to  take  part  in  the  closing  exercises  in  the  Opera 
House,  where  they  all  assembled  upon  the  stage  and  joined  hand 
in  hand  and  sang,  “Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds.”  The  large  con¬ 
gregation  joined  in  the  singing,  and  everything  conspired  to 
make  it  touchingly  impressive.  As  their  prayer  for  the  coming 
year  of  work  for  the  Master,  they  sang,  “  I  need  thee  every  hour,” 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Curus  pronounced  the  benediction.  rL bus  closed 
a  gathering  long  to  be  remembered  by  those  who  attended,  and 
which  cannot  fail  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God. 
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ASSOCIATIONS  IN  THE  STATE. 


Albion, 

Allegheny  College, 
Altoona, 

Annville, 

Arendtsville, 

Ashland, 

Ashley, 

Bakerstown, 

Beaver  Falls, 
Bellefonte, 
Bethlehem, 
Blairsville, 

Bristol, 

Buffalo  Village, 

Burgettstown, 

Butler, 

Canal, 

Candor, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Catfish, 

Chambersburg, 

Conshohocken, 

Corry, 

Crescent, 

Cross  Creek, 
Danville, 

Dunbar, 

East  Berlin, 
Easton, 

Ebensburg, 

Elk  Creek, 

Erie, 

Erie  (German), 
Fairview, 

F  oxburg, 

Frankford, 

Frankfort  Springs, 

Franklin, 

Germantown, 

Gettysburg, 

Great  Bend, 
Greencastle, 
Hanover, 

Harbor  Creek, 

Harrisburg, 

Hermon, 

Hughesville, 

Hulmeville, 

Hyde  Park, 

Jersey  Shore, 

Johnstown, 

Kensington, 

Lafayette  College, 

Lancaster, 

Lebanon, 

Lewistown, 

Lock  Haven, 
Latrobe, 

Manheim, 
Mansfield  Valley, 


Mauch  Chunk, 

Meadville, 

McKeesport, 

Mercersburg, 

Mercer, 

Mifflinburg, 

Mill  Creek, 

Millersburg, 

Montrose, 

Mount  Jackson, 

Mount  Joy, 

New  Alexandria, 

Newberry, 

Newburg, 

New  Cumberland, 

New  Oxford, 

Newville, 

New  Florence, 

Oakdale, 

Osceola, 

Pageville, 

Parker  City, 

Pennsylvania  College, 

Perryville, 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia  (German), 

Picture  Rocks, 

Pittsburg, 

Pittsburg,  East  Liberty, 

Pittsburg  (German), 

Pleasantville, 

Plymouth, 

Pollock, 

Population, 

Reading, 

Saltsburg, 

Scranton, 

Scranton  ( German,  Park  Place  Branch ) , 
Shamokin, 

Shippensburg, 

Spring  Dale, 

Shrewsbury, 

State  College, 

Stroudsburg, 

Summit  Hill, 

Taylorstown, 

Towanda, 

Troy, 

Tuukhannock. 

Tyrone, 

Union  City, 

Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
Waynesboro, 

Wellsboro, 

Wellsburg, 

West  Fairview, 

West  Greenville, 

Williamsport, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Wilkinsburg, 

York. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


IL  K.  Porter,  Chairman  State  Executive  Committee,  in  account  with  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  of  Pennsylvania,  for  fiscal  year  ending  October  1st,  1875 


DR. 

CR. 

To  balance  from  1873-4,  . 

$47  23 

Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  State 

To  subscriptions  received  from 

Secretary,  for  service  ren- 

Associations : 

dered,  . 

$2,500  00 

Bristol  Y.  M.  C.  A., 

10  00 

Less  amount  paid  by  New 

Gettysburg  “  .  . 

10  00 

York  State  for  services 

Carlisle  “ 

25  00 

there . 

90  00 

Erie  “ 

50  00 

Mount  Joy  “  .  . 

10  00 

$2,410  00 

Hulmeville  “ 

5  00 

Incidental,  postage,  station- 

Kensington  “  .  . 

7  00 

ery,  and  traveling  expen- 

Scranton  ‘‘  . 

25  00 

ses,  beyond  that  paid  by 

Jersey  Shore  “  .  , 

10  00 

individual  Associations,  . 

147  40 

New  Oxford  “ 

10  00 

Printing  and  distributing 

Butler  “  .  . 

25  00 

Annual  Report, 

245  95 

Newville  “  .  . 

5  00 

Other  printing,  .... 

49  90 

Bakerstown  “ 

10  00 

By  balance  in  hand  for  1875-6, 

97  73 

Germantown  “  .  . 

100  00 

. 

Christian  Brotherhood, 

20  00 

/ 

Taylorstown  Y.  M.C.  A., 

5  00 

/ 

New  Alexandria  “  .  . 

5  00 

/ 

Candor  “ 

6  00 

/ 

Harrisburg  “ 

75  00 

Pleasantville  “ 

100  00 

Tyrone  a  .  . 

10  00 

Arork  “  .  . 

100  00 

Dunbar  “ 

15  00 

Shrewsbury  “ 

10  00 

Wash.  &  Jeff.  Col.  “ 

10  00 

Great  Bend  “ 

10  00 

Pittsburg  “  .  . 

250  00 

Philadelphia.  “ 

300  00 

Stroudsburg  “  .  . 

10  00 

Waynesboro  “  .  . 

10  00 

Blairsville  “ 

30  00 

Johnstown  “ 

25  00 

Wilkesbarre  “ 

25  00 

J.  W.  Hollenback,Wilkesbarre, 

25  00 

Philip  Crofton,  Philad’a, 

5  00 

A.  M.  Kimber,  Germantown,  . 

5  00 

/ 

Porter,  Bell  &  Co.,  Pittsburg, 

50  00 

/ 

Jno.  H.  McMasters,  “ 

150  00 

/ 

Jno.  Wanamaker,  Philad’a,  . 

157  75 

/ 

I.  H.  Sherman,  Germantown,  . 

5  00 

/ 

T.  K.  Cree,  Washington,  D.  C., 

10  00 

E.  Robinson,  Parker  City, 

20  00 

/ 

N.  W.  Stevenson,  Parker  City, 

3  00 

/ 

J.  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg, 

200  00 

/ 

Wm.  Frew,  Pittsburg, 

100  00 

E.  C.  Negley,  “  .  . 

150  00 

Thompson  Bell,  “ 

100  00 

M.  Bitler,  Bethlehem,  . 

5  00 

A  friend,  Pittsburg, 

400  00 

H.  K.  Porter,  “  ... 

50  00 

Advertisements,  .... 

145  00 

Cash  at  Germantown,  . 

5  00 

$2,950  98 

$2,950  98 

I  have  examined  the  above  account  and  find  it  correct. 
Pittsburg,  October  29th,  1875. 


WM.  FREW. 


ZEST-A-BLISEIEIO  1S3S. 


SEEDS  FOR  THE  FARM  AND  GARDEN. 


OFFERS  THE  LARGEST  AND  BEST  SELECTED  STOCK  OF 

Vegetable  and  Flower  Seeds 

TO  BE  FOUND  IN  AMERICA, 

Embracing  all  the  HOME-GROWN,  as  well  as 

NEW  AND  RARE  FOREIGN  VARIETIES. 


The  Amateur  Gardener  and  Florist,  will  find  all  the  novelties  as  they 
appear,  obtained  from  reliable  sources,  and  offered  at  fair  and  reasonable  rates. 

The  Market  Gardener  may  also  obtain  every  variety,  suited  to  his  wants, 
at  moderate  prices. 

Grrass  Seeds  of  tlie  Best  Quality, 

Including  the  Finest  Varieties  for  Lawns. 

Freer' s  Garden  Calendar  is  published  annually  on  the  1st  of  December,  and 
contains  select  lists  of  Vegetable  and  Flower  Seeds,  Plants,  Roses,  Verbenas, 
Dahlias,  Carnations,  Geraniums,  &c.,  with  brief  and  practical  directions  for 
their  culture,  mailed  free  to  all  applicants. 

Address 

HENRY  A.  DREER, 

714  Chestnut  Street, 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
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THE  PRESBYTERIAN  ANNUITY  AMD  LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

THE  OLDEST  INSURANCE  COMPANY  IN  THE  U.  S. 


REASONS  FOR  ASSURING  WITH  THIS  CORPORATION: 

1.  It  is  the  Oldest  Insurance  Company.  It  has  done  business  over  a  century. 

2.  It  has  never  failed  in  a  contract  or  contested  an  Assurance  claim. 

3.  It  is  the  most  purely  Mutual  Company  in  the  World. 

4.  It  has  a  large  capital,  but  no  stockholders. 

5.  All  the  profits  of  its  capital  aro  divided  among  the  policy-holders. 

6.  Its  rates  are  25  per  cent,  lower  than  other  Mutual  Companies. 

7.  Its  policies  are  non  forfeitable.  It  gives  larger  paid-up  policies  than  any  other 

Company. 

8.  It  is  endorsed  by  the  Church  and  Religious  Press. 


CORPORATORS : 

Hon.  J.  Ross  Snowden,  LL.  D.,  Counselor  at  Law,  late  Director  U.  S.  Mint,  Philadelphia, 
and  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania. 

Rbv.  T.  L.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  late  Corresponding  Secretary  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions. 

Rev.  Charles  W.  .Shields,  D.  D„  Professor  in  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  N.  J. 

George  H.  Stoart,  President  of  Mechanics’  National  Bank  and  Director  of  City  Trusts, 
Philadelphia. 

Rev.  T.  W.  J.  Wylie,  D  D.,  Pastor  of  First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Robert  Patterson,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  Fidelity  Insurance,  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit 
Company,  and  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 

Abraham  It.  Perkins,  Merchant,  Perkins  <fc  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  John  W.  Dulles,  D.  D.,  Editorial  Secretary  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication, 
and  Recording  Secretary  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society. 

Morris  Patterson,  Vice-President  Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication,  and  member  of 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 

Thomas  M.  Freeland,  Merchant,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Wm.  P.  Breed,  D.  D  ,  ftistor  West  Spruce  Street  Church,  and  Corresponding  Sec¬ 
retary  Presbyterian  Historical  Society. 

Rev.  Daniel  March,  D.  D.,iate  Pastor  of  Clinton  St.  Presbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia. 

William  J.  McElroy,  Counselor  at  Law,  Trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

P.ev.  Herrick  Johnson,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  Theological  Seminary  at  Auburn,  N.  Y., 
President  of  Presbyterian  Board  of  Education. 

Rev.  R.  H.  Allen,  D.  D.,  Pastor  Old  Pine  Street  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Wm.  E.  Tenbrook — Tenbrook  &  Brother,  Assistant  Treasurer  of  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Publication,  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  G.  Mitchell,  late  President  of  Mechanics’  National  Bank,  Philadelphia. 

Alfred  Martien,  Publisher  of  “Our  Monthly”  and  “Young  Folks’ News,”  Trustee  of 
Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Pa. 

Thomas  Marshall,  General  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Hon.  Wm.  S.  Peirce,  Judge  of  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Philadelphia. 

Wm.  L.  Du  Bois,  Treasurer  of  Philadelphia  Trust,  Safe  Deposit  and  Insurance  Company, 
Philadelphia. 

Samuel  C.  Pericins,  Counselor  at  Law,  President  of  Commission  of  the  Philadelphia 
Public  Buildings. 

George  W.  Mears — H.  H.  Mears  &  Son.  Merchant,  Vice-President  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association,  and  Vice-President  of  the  Maritime  Exchange,  Philadelphia. 
Plan  and  Rates  sent  on  request.  FULL  INFORMATION  given  by  the  Actuary. 

Unusual  Opportunity  for  Clergymen,  Teachers,  and  Others  to  co-operate  as  Agents, 
Communications  on  business  should  be  addressed  to 

J.  33.  H.  JANEWAY, 

Actuary  Presbyterian  Annuity  and  Life  Insurance  Co., 

No.  133  South  Fifth  Street,  Philad’a. 


WNI.  A.  DROWN  k  CO. 

Manufacturers  of 


Superior  Umbrellas  i  Parasols 


246  MARKET  STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


WAREROOMS  IN  NEW  YORK, 


Nos.  498  and  500  Broadway. 


No 


i  School  of  Elocution  and  Oratory, 

.  1418  CHESTNUT  STREET, 

PHIL  A  DELPHI  A. 


J.  W.  SHOEMAKER,  A.  M.,  Principal. 

PRIVATE  AND  CLASS  INSTRUCTION. 


CHARTERED  MARCH,  1875. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


Bishop  Matthew  Simpson, 
Peter  B.  Simons, 

William  M.  Clark, 
William  H.  Allen,  LL.  D., 


William  Bucknell, 
John  H.  Bechtel, 
Ex-Gov.  James  Pollock 
D.  Newlin  Fell, 


John  Wanamaker, 

A  G.  B.  Hinkle,  M.  D., 
William  G.  Crowell, 

J.  W.  Shoemaker,  A.  M. 


Containing  12  maps,  Harmony  of  the  Gospels,  and 
tables  of  various  kinds,  together  with  a  COMPLETE 
INDEX  of  every  subject  in  the  Bible,  covering 
alone  over  200  pages.  As  a  Bible  for  study  it  has  no 
equal.  In  workmanship  it  is  vastly  superior  to  the 
several  imitations  recently  published. 

Sample  pages  and  Price  List  sent  free. 

AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY, 

1512  Chestnut  Street, 

Philadelphia. 


MAGEE,  808  CHESTNUT  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA,  has  neat  boxes  of  Paper  and 
Envelopes,  with  any  initial  wanted.  Price  from  15  cents  to  $1.00. 

rNK!  INK!  INK! — The  Bank  of  England  celebrated  Ink  for  sale,  Wholesale  and  Retail, 
at  MAGEE’S,  808  Chestnut  Street. 

Read  what  J.  SKILLEN  HOUGHTON,  M  D.,  says  of  it: — “The  Bank  of  England  Ink — 
The  only  Ink  there  is.”  J.  S.  HOUGHTON,  419  North  Ninth  Street. 

G1  ET  THE  BEST.— BLANK  BOOKS,  all  sizes,  at  MAGEE’S  Blank  Book  Manufactory 
r  and  Stationery  Store,  808  Chestnut  Street. 

PRINTING !— 808  Chestnut  Street,— Cards,  Circulars,  Bill  Heads,  Tags,  Envelopes,  and 
every  variety  of  Plain  and  Ornamental  Printing,  executed  with  neatness  and 
punctuality,  at  R.  MAGEE  &  SUN’S,  808  Chestnut  Street. 

DIARIES— DIARIES — DIARIES.  The  largest  assortment  of  Diaries  in  the  world  is 
at  MAGEE’S  Stationery  Store,  No.  808  Chestnut  Street. 

TNITIALS — INITIALS — INITIALS — On  Paper  and  Envelopes  of  the  very  best  quality, 
1  put  up  in  neat  boxes.  All  are  invited  to  come  to  MAGEE’S  Paper  and  Envelope 
Warehouse,  808  Chestnut  Street. 

TO  WRITE  WELL  AND  WITH  EASE,  use  the  Bank  of  England  Ink.  For  sale  at 
R.  MAGEE  &  SON’S,  808-  Chestnut  Street. 

R,  MAGEE  &  SON,  808  Chestnut  St.,  Philad’a. 


The  International  Sunday-School  Lessons, 

(AMERICAN  SERIES  FOR  1876,) 

PUBLISHED  BY  THE 

AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION, 

No.  1122  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 


THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORLD, 

A  Monthly  Journal,  16  pages  quarto,  containing  among  its  leading  features  for  1876, 

COMPLETE  LESSON  HELPS, 

Comprising  explanations  on  the  lessons  by  Rev.  JOHN  HALL,  I).  D.,  of  New  York; 
Text-thoughts  and  Blackboard  Outlines,  by  Rev.  GEO.  A.  PELTZ  and  others;  Lesson 
Talks;  Infant  Class  Teachers,  by  Mrs.  ALICE  W.  KNOX;  A  Biblical  Museum  of  illustra- 
trations,  &c.;  Review  Charts  with  concert  exercises;  Articles  illustrating  Bible  Truth,  by 
Rev.  R.  NEWTON,  D.  D.;  A  normal  department,  in  charge  of  Rev.  EDWIN  W.  RICE  ; 
and  contributions  of  practical  value  by  writers  and  workers  of  wide  prominence  as  Super¬ 
intendents,  Secretaries,  Primary,  Intermediate,  and  Bible-class  Teachers. 

Subscription  price,  only  fifty  cents  a  year,  in  advance;  by  mail,  sixty  cents;  in  clubs,  to 
one  address,  fifty-five  cents,  postage  paid. 

HELPS  EOR  SCHOLARS. 

GRADED  LESSON  PAPERS. 

1.  The  Advanced  Lesson  Paper,  containing  the  Bible  Text,  Golden  Text,  Central 
Truths;  Daily  Scripture  Readings,  the  Lesson  Teachings,  and  suggestive  topics  and  ques¬ 
tions. 

2.  Intermediate  Lesson  Paper,  containing  the  Bible  Text,  &c.t  with  explanations ; 
Lesson  Teachings,  Topics,  and  Questions  of  a  more  simple  character. 

3.  Primary  Lesson  Paper,  containing  the  Text,  &c.;  very  simple  questions  with  brief 
Scripture  answers ;  the  story  of  the  Lesson  and  Pictorial  Illustrations.  Pink  Paper. 

Each  one  hundred  copies  per  year,  in  advance,  $9-00 ;  by  mail,  $9.50,  and  the  same  rates 
for  ten  copies  or  over  to  one  address. 

THE  SCHOLARS’  HAND-BOOK. 

By  Rev.  Edwin  llr.  Rice. 

Part  Y.  On  the  International  Lessons,  from  January  to  July,  1876,  containing  the  Bible 
Text  in  paragraphs,  and  a  vast  amount  of  information  on  the  Lessons,  with  illustrations, 
Ac.,  making  a  valuable  help  for  both  teacher  and  scholar. 

Price,  ten  cents  each ;  one  hundred  copies,  88.00. 

THE  CHILD’S  WORLD. 

AN  ILLUSTRATED  PAPER  FOR  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH. 

PUBLISHED  SEMI-MONTHLY  AND  MONTHLY. 

Among  the  contents  for  1876  will  be  a  series  of  illustrated  articles  on  AMERICAN 
HISTORICAL  TOPICS  for  the  Centennial  Year,  and  on  one  of  1  HE  INTERNATIONAL 
LESSONS  for  each  month,  by  the  editor.  Rev.  R.  NEWTON,  D.  D.,  and  Pictorial  Sketches 
of  Birds,  Animals,  Trees,  and  Plants  in  Bible  Lands,  by  the  Rev.  EDWIN  W.  RICE. 

Subscribers  for  the  monthly  wishing  the  articles  on  the  Lessons  should  order  part  II. 

One  hundred  copies  per  year,  in  advance,  812.00  Monthly;  824.00  Semi-monthly;  by 
mail,  813.00  Monthly;  $26.00  Semi-monthly;  ten  copies  or  over  at  the  same  rates;  single 
copies,  twenty-five  cents  Monthly,  fifty  cents  Semi-monthly. 

REVIEW  HELPS, 

WITH  VALUABLE  IMPROVEMENTS  FOR  1876. 

1.  Review  Charts,  on  sheets  three  and  one-half  by  five  feet,  in  large,  bold  type,  to  be 
viewed  by  the  whole  school;  published  quarterly,  each  fifty  cents. 

2.  The  Superintendent’s  Review  Paper,  containing  plans  for  reviewing,  with  sugges¬ 
tions,  questions,  Ac.,  specially  prepared  to  aid  Superintendents  in  conducting  the  exercises. 

3.  The  Scholar’s  Review  Paper,  with  the  Lessons  and  Golden  Texts  arranged  for  re¬ 
sponsive  readers;  each  $1.00  per  one  hundred  copies. 

The  International  Lessons,  Golden  Text  Topics,  and  Central  Truths,  from  January  to 
July,  1876,  for  the  pocket-book,  64  mo.,  paper,  fifty  cents  per  one  hundred. 

Catalogues  and  specimen  copies  of  the  Periodicals  and  Quarterly  Review  Papers  fur¬ 
nished  gratuitously,  and  subscriptions  received  at  the 

DEPOSITORIES  OF  THE  AMERICAN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION: 

PHILADELPHIA,  No.  1122  Chestnut  St.,  A.  Kirkparick ;  NEW  YORK, 

No.  10  Bible  House,  G,  S.  Scofteld ;  BOSTON,  No.  40  Winter  St., 

J.  A.  Crowley  ;  CHICAGO,  No.  98  Dearborn  St.,  W.  R.  Port; 

ST.  LOUIS,  No.  207  North  Sixth  St.,  S.  Paxson. 


T  ZEE  IE 


Pennsylvania  Fire  Insurance 

COMPANY, 


In.corpora,ted.  lS2s.  01s.a,rter  Perpetual. 


No.  510  WALNUT  STREET, 

(OPPOSITE  INDEPENDENCE  SQUARE.) 


This  Company,  favorably  known  to  the  community  for 
over  fifty  years,  continues  to  insure  against  loss  or  damage 
by  Fire  on  Public  or  Private  Buildings,  either  permanently 
or  for  a  limited  time.  Also,  on  Furniture,  Stocks  of  Goods, 
and  Merchandise  generally,  on  liberal  terms. 


DIRECTORS: 


John  Devereux, 

Daniel  Smith,  Jr., 

Isaac  Hazlehurst, 

Thomas  Robins, 

Franklin  A. 


Thomas  Smith, 

Henry  Lewis, 

J.  Gillingham  Fell, 
Daniel  Haddock,  Jr., 
Comly. 


JOHN  DEVEREUX, 

President. 

WILLIAM  G.  CROWELL, 

Secretary. 


CLAXTON,  REISEN  &  HAFFELFINGER, 

Publishers,  Booksellers, 

IMPORTERS,  AND  STATIONERS, 


Have  always  on  hand  NEW  BOOKS  as  soon  as  they  are  issued.  Also,  a 

complete  stock  of  _ , _ _ 


STANDARD » IIMSIS  BOOKS, 


BIBLES,  PRAYER-BOOKS,  HYMNALS, 


< School  and  College  £ext  (Books, 

\  and 

DOMESTIC  AND  FOREIGN  STATIONERY. 


We  would  call  attention  to  the  unequaled  advantages  offered  in  our 


RETAIL  DEPARTMENT 

For  the  Selection  and  Purchase  of  Books  in  all  Departments  of  Literature. 


SEND  FOR  DESCRIPTIVE  CIRCULARS  OF  OUR  BOOKS  AND  GAMES. 


CLAXTON,  REMSEN  &  HAFFELFINGER, 
Nos.  624,  626  and  628  Market  Street, 

PHILADELPHIA. 


o^K  c*e 


SLOAN, 


1012  AND  1014 

Chestnut  Stmt 


PHILADELPHIA. 


1.1. 


Jill 


BANKERS, 

N.W.  cor.TliirdiChestnat  Sts. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


ST 


Bought  and  sold  on  commission. 


Particular  Attention  given  to  Investment 
Securities. 

Drafts  Drawn  on  all  parts  of  Europe  at 
Regular  Market  Rates. 


UNINTERESTING  TO  BIBLE-READERS.^T 

FOR  ONLY  $5.50  YOU  CAN  HAVE  $8.65, 

THUS, 

DR.  SMITH’S  BIBLE  DICTIONARY, 

(Over  1000  Pages.  Price  81.50  each.) 

BIBLE-READERS’  MAP, 

(An  invaluable  help.  Price  SI. 50  each.) 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN, 

(One  of  the  oldest  and  ablest  Weekly  Family  Journals  in  the  United  States.  Price  82.65  a  year.) 
All  delivered  for  only  $5.50,  or  $6  will  include  Premium  for  1876. 


Sand  by  Post  Office  money-order,  or  check  or  registered  letter,  to 

MUTCHMORE  &  CO., 

1512  OHESTIsTUT  STREET, 

PHILADELPHIA. 

THE  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  BOOK, 

A  Century  After-, 

OR, 

PICTURESQUE  GLIMPSES 

or 

Philadelphia  and  Pennsylvania. 

Edited  by  RICHARD  HENRY  STODDARD. 


ILLUSTRATIOITS  ZBYT 

MORAN,  WOODWARD,  HAMILTON,  DARLEY,  F.  B.  SCHELL,  E.  B.  BENSELL, 
W.  L.  SHEPPARD,  AND  OTHERS. 


PUBLISHED  IN 

Fifteen  Semi-monthly  Parts,  at  Fifty  Cents  each, 

PAYABLE  ON  DELIVERY. 


ALLEN,  LANE  &  SCOTT  and  J.  W.  LAUDERBACH, 

PUBLISHERS, 

3STo.  233  SoYxtL.  IF’lftih.  Streeti 

PH1LADF  l.  l'lll  Y. 
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